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Wireless 
tower 
hits a 

hangup 
Zoning change 
requires public 


hearing, re-vote 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications 
Correspondent 


A town requirement that wire- 
less tower developers pay ex- 
perts to study their siting before 
submitting a plan will have to be 
re-voted, City Council President 
Christopher Johnson announced 
Monday night. 

The town code change, adopted 
in the wake of October’s vote to 
allow a Verizon Wireless tower on 
Mill Street, should have been sent 
to the Planning Board for a review 
and recommendation, Johnson 
said. Any change to zoning — in 
this case, the Wireless Commu- 
nications Overlay District — re- 
quires Planning Board input and a 
public hearing, he said. 

“Tt’s a procedure that is stipulat- 
ed by state statute,’ said Johnson. 
“Tt was an error on my part.” 

Johnson told his fellow council- 
ors that upon discovering the error, 
he sent the matter to the Planning 
Department. He wanted the Plan- 
ning Board to hold a public hear- 
ing and then bring it back to the 
City Council for a vote to re-affirm 
approval. Eight votes are required 
to pass any zoning resolution. 

Johnson said he then received a 
memorandum from the Planning 
Board stating they would not put 
the hearing on the agenda until the 
proper procedure was followed. 

Planning Board Chairman Mark 
Paleologopoulos said the board 
questioned the legality of the 
council’s vote because the proce- 
dure for zoning amendments had 
not been followed. 

Johnson then said he was with- 
drawing the resolution. 

Councilor Robert Rossi ex- 
pressed disappointment the reso- 
lution was withdrawn. Johnson 
offered other councilors the op- 
portunity to sponsor the resolu- 
tion and bring it back to the city 
council. 

“IT would be happy to sponsor 


Please see WIRELESS, page 6 


HM 


13176 


8 2 


STATE LINE 


PROPANE 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 


Basketball . . 12 


score points. 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Volunteers Ben McKierman, 16, and Shayne Castonguay, 17, assist during the FIRST Lego League robot competition 
on Saturday at Agawam Junior High School, as Delaney Taylor and Sienna Stefanik try to get their team’s robot to 


FIRST Lego League tourney gets youths thinking 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications 
Correspondent 


he FIRST Lego League 
held a qualifying tourna- 
ment last Saturday at Aga- 

wam Junior High School. 


The Lego League has grown ex- 
ponentially thanks to the success 


of Agawam’s Rosie Robotics pro- 
gram, which has produced teams 
of talented high school students 
during the past couple of years 
and is expanding its outreach to 
the younger students in the Aga- 
wam Public Schools. 

The FIRST league targets 
youths, and there are more than 
20 teams starting in kindergarten 


through high school age in Aga- 
wam. Seven of those teams par- 
ticipated in the competition on 
Saturday, with teams from all over 
the state included in the event. 
“The program has really grown 
during the past few years,” said 
Dana Henry, co-founder of Rosie 
Robotics and director of the quali- 
fying tournament last weekend. 


“This has been a great way for 
students to learn technology. We 
have teams competing here from 
as far as Walpole.” 

The event is divided in two 
parts, a science project and a ro- 
botic game challenge. 

In the robotics competition, stu- 
dents were given time to create a 


Please see ROBOTS, page 11 


Live Nativity shows true meaning of Christmas 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications 
Correspondent 


Christmas is, after all, about 
the birth of Christ. 

The Church of the Redeemer 
on Maple Street in Agawam 
brought that moment to life last 
weekend with a Live Nativity 
detailing Jesus’ birth. There were 
characters playing Mary, Joseph, 
the three wise men, angels, and 
shepherds. The Forest Park Zoo 
also provided some sheep and 
goats from their petting zoo to 
add to the realism of the scene. 
The event also had small bon- 
fires, Christmas caroling, and hot 
chocolate. 

Pastor Bill Pass says the event 
is a great way to bring families 


the true meaning of Christmas, 
and make it fun. 

“This is something we start- 
ed about three years ago,” said 
Pass. “It gets the real meaning of 
Christmas out there for everyone 
to see. We have the carolers sing- 
ing throughout the event and it’s 
just a really nice time with the 
family.” 

Pass holds the event outdoors 
and says it’s a great way to con- 
nect the church to the community. 
Motorists passing by the church 
can see the event, and were wel- 
come to come by and check out 
the nativity. 

Pass thanked all the volunteers 
that braved the cold weather to 
play parts in the event, as well as 
the zoo for the animals. 

“The Forest Park Zoo has been 


out to the church and show them PJease see NATIVITY, page 11 


The three wise men, preparing to offer gifts to the baby 
Jesus, are portrayed by, from left, Scott Miltimore, Ted 
Dobek and Robert Rivers, during the Live Nativity at the 
Church of the Redeemer on Saturday. 
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BOSTON — In an effort to avoid devas- 
tating cuts to local aid to cities and towns 
across the commonwealth, state Rep. Nich- 
olas Boldyga, R-Southwick, joined House 
Minority Leader Bradley Jones Jr., R-North 
Reading, in filing legislation to offer a tax 
amnesty program for corporations. If ap- 
proved by the Legislature, a corporate tax 
amnesty program will yield an estimated 
$15 to $20 million in overdue tax liabilities. 

“This is a program that will bring revenue 
that otherwise would be forgone back to 
the state,’ Boldyga said. “Cities and towns 
should not be forced to bear the burden of 
fiscal deficits. This provides an alternative 
source for the local aid cuts that were pro- 
posed by Gov. Patrick. I applaud my col- 
leagues and Minority Leader Bradley Jones 
for helping us to avoid damaging funding 
reductions for our local cities and towns.” 
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Boldyga joins colleagues 
to prevent local aid cuts 


The effort to recoup otherwise forgone tax 
revenue from Massachusetts corporations 
comes on the heels of Gov. Deval Patrick’s 
announcement that he will seek to reduce 
unrestricted local aid to cities and towns by 
$25.5 million. 

The tax amnesty program will be made 
available to businesses organized as corpora- 
tions. Limited liability corporations, S-corpo- 
rations, financial institutions and others will 
be able to settle long-outstanding tax liabili- 
ties without being assessed penalties. Corpo- 
rations will have a designated two-month win- 
dow to take advantage of the program. Under 
a similar proposal put forward by the GOP 
caucus during debate on the fiscal 2015 state 
budget, the Department of Revenue collected 
$57 million in outstanding tax liabilities owed 
by taxpayers across the state, far exceeding 
initial estimates of $35 million. 


ARE YOU OLD NEWS? 


Each week the Agawam Advertiser News digs into 
its submitted photo archives and selects a people 
photo to publish. We need your help to help identify 
those pictured. Email your answers by Monday at 


noon to mballway@turley.com. 


RK 


Last week’s photo: Correctly iden- 
tifying Arthur Gage were Fran 


ihaclare: Donna Kennedy, Pam Savioli, Caroline 
Scherpa, Rich Joseph, Diane Mallory and Geraldine 
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CHOOSE TO GIVE 


Submitted photo 


The team of former Demo- 
cratic state Rep. Rosemary 
Sandlin and her onetime 


Republican challenger, Rob- 
ert Magovern, turned some 
heads Friday as they rang the 
bell for the Salvation Army 
kettle outside Stop & Shop 
supermarket on Springfield 
Street, 10 a.m. to noon. “They 


always assume we were bit- 
ter rivals, and we’re actu- 
ally friends,” Magovern said. 
They are also both members 
of the Agawam Rotary Club, 
which return with red kettles 
to Geissler’s and Stop & Shop 
this Saturday, with various 
Rotary members and other 
volunteers taking turns solic- 
iting donations for the Salva- 
tion Army. 


Museums plan ‘Wacky Week’ 
programs for holiday break 


SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield Mu- 
seums have announced the slate of activities 
for the upcoming holiday vacation week. 
Visitors can enjoy a combination of fun 
activities, planetarium shows and _perfor- 
mances by some of the region’s best fam- 
ily performers. The offerings also include 
the popular Adventures in Gingerbread 
exhibit at the Springfield Science Museum 
and a festive display of snow globes at the 
D’ Amour Museum of Fine Arts. 

“Wacky Week” events kick off Friday, 
Dec. 26, with all four Springfield Museums 
open for their regular hours, plus activities 
at the Hasbro Games Art Discovery Center 
and shows at the Seymour Planetarium. On 
Saturday, Dec. 27, the activities and events 
shift into high gear with hula-hooping fun 
with HoopiVerse from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
SIS Hall, Wood Museum of Springfield His- 
tory. HoopiVerse puts a new spin on an old 


pastime. They’ll have plenty of hula hoops 
to share and will help find the right hoop for 
all visitors. 

“Wacky Week” is part of the museums’ 
Family Fun series, which is supported by 
the TD Charitable Foundation. Funding for 
school vacation programs is also provided 
by the Irene E. and George A. Davis Founda- 
tion. MassMutual is the 2014 Premier Spon- 
sor of the Springfield Museums. 

Admission is $18 for adults, $12 for se- 
niors and college students, $9.50 for chil- 
dren 3 to 17 and free for children under three 
and museum members. General admission is 
free for Springfield residents with proof of 
address. Regular hours are Tuesdays through 
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sundays, 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The museums are also open 
Monday, Dec. 29, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

For more information, call 413-263-6800, 
ext. 488, or visit springfieldmuseums.org. 


Museum announces courses for children, adults 


SPRINGFIELD — This winter, the Mu- 
seum School at the Springfield Museums 
will once again offer courses and experien- 
tial learning opportunities for both children 
and adults. Registration is now underway for 
winter courses and trips. Gift certificates are 
available, and make unique and memorable 
gifts during the holidays. Full course listings 
are available at springfieldmusuems.org. 

All courses are led by experienced in- 
structors in topics tied to the museums’ col- 
lections and special traveling exhibits. For 
young people, the school offers instruction 
in traditional topics like drawing, as well as 
more unusual and eclectic courses. 

Offerings for adults during the winter ses- 
sion are more diverse, and include a wide 
range of courses in drawing, painting and 


creative writing for all skill levels, plus ge- 
nealogy, culinary arts, and interior design. 
Many courses are one-day offerings, allow- 
ing even the busiest adults to participate. 

Adult travel opportunities, from day trips 
multi-day excursions, are also available. 
Highlights include day trips to hear the Bos- 
ton Symphony Orchestra, including lunch 
and pre-concert discussion, and a visit to 
the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Home and 
Library. International travel options include 
a seven-day painting and cuisine excursion 
along Mexico’s dramatic Boca de Tomatlan 
coastline in March. 

For complete course descriptions, travel 
itineraries, fees and to register, visit spring- 
fieldmusuems.org or call 413-263-6800, ext. 
377 or 382. 
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By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


One month after a School Committee 
workshop meeting about how to handle 
threats to student safety — such as the al- 
leged bomb threat that disturbed Agawam 
High School on Nov. 5 — the policy on 
communicating news to the public is still be- 
ing discussed in a subcommittee. 

One School Committee member went on 
record saying she was very pleased with how 
the school district handled the November in- 
cident, but was concerned about how soon 
members of the School Committee were 
informed, and the way news trickled out 
through the students and the media. 

But after the Nov. 18 workshop meeting, 
both School Committee members, Shelley 
Reed and Anthony Bonavita said they were 
pleased with the discussion and felt they had 
a plan to move forward. 

“We discussed a lot of different things and 
made suggestions about how and when the 
School Committee should be informed when 
an incident like this happens,” said Reed. “T 
still believe the School Committee handled 
the incident properly. We are just planning to 
make some changes on the timeline.” 

Reed says the next step in the process will 
be for the policy subcommittee to review the 
procedures for informing public officials in 
emergency situations. 

Included in the discussion was a member 
of the Massachusetts Association of School 
Committees, who brought some copies of 
policies utilized by other schools. 

“T thought it was a good, productive dis- 
cussion,” said Reed. “This is a tough issue. 
But we are all absolutely on the same page 
with the administration about this now.” 

Bonavita was especially vocal following 
the incident. He was unhappy that he did not 
hear about the incident until seeing it in the 
media. 
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Schools have ‘plan to move | Golf course committee named 
forward’ on threat incidents 


He is now satisfied with the discussion 
that occurred and understands some of the 
legalities the school district is bound to 
when dealing with a student who is arrest- 
ed for an incident. When the student is an 
adult, though, Bonavita says the information 
will get out to the media much quicker, and 
School Committee members do need to be 
informed as soon as possible. 

“T believe my concerns were heard by the 
administration and validated,’ said Bonavi- 
ta. “Now, the policy committee has to come 
up with the language to address this.” 

Sapelli said a review of the policies and 
procedures the school district utilizes to han- 
dle an incident like this were also reviewed. 
It was agreed the high school handled the 
incident properly. Sapelli and Reed had both 
praised teachers, administrators, and the Po- 
lice Department for how the incident was 
handled. 

Bonavita says the policy subcommittee 
will be working to make sure the policy 
about emergency situations calls for inform- 
ing public officials, including School Com- 
mittee members, in a timely manner, but did 
not elaborate on specifics. 

“T think we will be able to reach a happy 
medium,” said Bonavita. “I know the school 
is only allowed to give out certain informa- 
tion.” 

The incident involved Ayman Sara, 18. He 
was charged with making a bomb threat and 
disturbing a school. He allegedly stated in 
a class on Nov. 5 that he had dreamed and 
wished he could bomb the high school and 
shoot people using an AK-47 assault rifle. 
The bomb threat charge was dropped recent- 
ly by interim Hampden County District At- 
torney James Orestein. He said Sara’s com- 
ments did not meet the burden of proof to 
be classified as a legitimate bomb threat. He 
will still have to answer to the other charge, 
at a trial scheduled for May 20. 


Early deadlines for Christmas, 
New Year editions 


Because of the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays, the Agawam Advertiser 
News asks readers and advertisers to be 
aware of early deadlines for the next two 
editions of the newspaper. 

Press releases, submitted photos and 
community news must be received by 
the end of the day this Friday, Dec. 19, 
to be considered for inclusion in the Dec. 
25 edition of the Advertiser News. News 
may be sent to Teri Machia at aan @turley. 
com. Machia can be reached at 413-786- 
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7747, ext. 100. Editor Michael Ballway 
can be reached at 413-786-7747, ext. 102. 

For businesses wishing to advertise in 
the Dec. 25 edition, the deadline to con- 
tact sales representative John Baskin is 
the end of the business day Thursday, Dec. 
18. Baskin can be reached at jbaskin@ 
turley.com or 413-786-7747, ext. 101. 

For the Jan. 1, 2015, edition, the dead- 
line for both advertising and news sub- 
missions is the end of the day Friday, 
Dec. 26. 
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By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


Three Agawam city councilors will be 
rolling up their sleeves and examining the 
business practices of the Agawam Municipal 
Golf Course. 

Council President Christopher Johnson 
said he has named the councilors that will 
serve on an Ad Hoc Golf Course Committee. 

Per the recommendation of one councilor, 
Dennis Perry was named the chairman of the 
committee. The councilor that recommend- 
ed him for the position, Gina Letellier, was 
also named to the committee. Councilor An- 
thony Suffriti was the third councilor named 
to the committee. 

Golf Course General Manager Tony Ro- 
berto will be on the committee, and Mayor 
Richard Cohen named Golf Commission 
member Dan Michaels to the committee. 

Perry has a background in corporate busi- 
ness and he believes his experience will 
be of benefit to leading the committee. He 
thinks he can help the golf course become a 
better operation. 

“We are looking to make this golf course 
run better,’ said Perry. “We want to look at 
their business practices and start looking at 
the things they can do get to where they need 
to be.” 

Perry said there some things the course 
should have been doing. He cited the $300,000 
the town spent last year for new golf carts. 
“The course should have been replac- 
ing these golf carts over time,” said Perry. 
“These types of practices are types of things 
we will be hoping to address.” 

Perry also said the committee will work 
with the auditor to better understand the bud- 
get. 
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“We will be looking at the line items and 
see where money is being spent, how it is 
being spent, and how it can be better man- 
aged,” said Perry. 

The golf course has lost money in three of 
the last four years. 

Letellier was very vocal during the fall 
about her questions regarding the business 
practices of the golf course. She advocated 
for a formal investigation. Now, Letellier is 
hopeful through the process of the commit- 
tee, she can get the answers to many of her 
questions about the recent spending prac- 
tices. 

“T am hopeful that I will be able to answer 
my questions finally,” said Letellier. “But I 
also want to see the golf course be success- 
ful. I am very glad Dennis was made the 
chairman.” 

Suffritt has been supportive of the golf 
course throughout the last few months. He is 
interested in finding out what the golf course 
needs to be successful. 

“The bottom line is we need to help this 
course be successful,” said Suffriti. “I want 
to see what upgrades the course may need 
that will help. Maybe there are ways for the 
course to do more business in the winter 
with the banquet facility.” 

Perry said the group will get started after 
the holiday season, projecting the first meet- 
ing to take place in mid-January. He says this 
is a great time for the committee to get to 
work. 

“We have a chance to evaluate things 
while golf is not in season and help them 
get ready for the next season,” said Perry. 
Perry hopes the committee will recommend 
a business plan with goals for the next one to 
five years to the mayor. 


AFD seeking call firefighter applicants 


The Agawam Fire Department is seek- 
ing applicants for the position of Agawam 
call firefighter. Applicants must have a 
desire to serve the community, be at least 
18 years of age, have a valid driver’s li- 
cense and reside within the town of Aga- 
wam. Applicants will be required to pass 
a CORI check, medical evaluation and 
Massachusetts Civil Service Physical 
Abilities Test (PAT). 

Job duties include, but are not limited 
to, attending Fire Department training as 
required by policy, responding to call for 
emergency service, assisting career fire- 
fighters and EMS personnel, staffing Fire 
Department watch desk and apparatus 


during emergencies, operating Fire De- 
partment apparatus, tools and equipment, 
performing fire suppression, rescue and 
medical first response services as neces- 
sary. 

Previous experience as a_ firefighter, 
emergency medical technician or other 
emergency services provider is preferred 
but not required. 

Applications are available in the Per- 
sonnel Office, 36 Main St., Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Application will be accepted until 
suitable candidates are found. 

The town of Agawam is an Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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Opinion 
Three 
decades 
of service 


[ic decades in the Planning and 
Community Development office is a 
long time. 

Mayors come and go. Councilors come 
and go. Developers and businesses come 
and go. Plans for parks of both the industrial 
and recreational varieties, six-lane highways 
and narrow bike paths and human-sized 
shopping streetscapes, come and go. 

But in Agawam, at least until February, 
Town Planner Deborah Dachos has stayed 
put through it all. 

If it seems like her name is synonymous 
with civic planning in Agawam, that’s be- 
cause it is — Dachos was the town’s first, 
and so far only, town planner. She has lasted 
through the transition to the mayoral form of 
government and four new mayoral admin- 
istrations. On the state side, she’s outlasted 
six gubernatorial administrations — Charlie 
Baker’s, starting in January, will be her sev- 
enth. 

The challenges have changed, too. In the 
1980s, who had heard of smart growth or the 
value of a walkable business core? In those 
days, the push was for suburban develop- 
ment of the many wide open spaces — for- 
mer farms — of Agawam and Feeding Hills. 
Today, the focus is more on economic devel- 
opment, in retail and in industry. 

Transitioning from one planner to another 
is uncharted territory for Agawam. As the 
town’s first professional planner, Dachos 
had to build up her office herself. Her new 
challenge is explaining it — finally writing 
down and indexing all the information and 
institutional knowledge she’s built up in 33 
years, so that her replacement doesn’t have 
to start from scratch. 

Past a certain point, though, that task is 
impossible. When you lose a department 
head, or any employee, who has been in 
office for that long, nobody can hope to re- 
place that level of expertise. No amount of 
preparation or coaching, not even the pres- 
ence of Pamela Kerr, Dachos’ longstanding 
administrative assistant who plans to stay on 
board, will keep a newcomer from making 
a false step or missing a key bit of history 
now and then. But Dachos, simply by having 
shepherded her department with her consis- 
tent and professional presence, has laid the 
foundation for continued success. 


Follow us on 


facebook 


www.facebook.com/ 
AgawamAdvertiserNews 


Letters to the Editor must 
include a name, address, and 
daytime telephone number for 
author verification purposes. 
We do not publish anonymous 
letters. All letters are subject to 
editing for content and space. 
The deadline is Tuesday at 9:00 
a.m. Please send letters to Aga- 
wam Advertiser News, Letters 
to the Editor, Attn: Teri Machia, 
23 Southwick St., Feeding Hills, 
MA 01030 or e-mail aan @tur- 
ley.com. 
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Learning to let go 


ne summer day when my children were 
() ie I took them to a swimming hole. 

This spot was a rocky area that sloped down 
into a pool of water. Hanging over the 


else I can stand behind to hold up as proof of my 

importance. Putting so much work into who I am and 

what I think I have to take care of is exhausting when 
all I have to do is let go, that’s it! 


rocks was a rope that you could grab FAITH The New Year is still a few weeks 
onto, lift your feet and swing out over the MATT E RS away but I am starting early on my New 
water and drop in. The kids wanted to do Year’s resolution. I am determined to 


it but asked me to go first. I wanted to be a 
good sport but it was really scary. Stand- 
ing there for the longest time with that 
rope in my hand I tried to envision myself 
swinging out and dropping. Finally, with 
the little darlings chanting “Do it,” I just 
let go of all my fear, lifted my feet, flew 
out over the water and dropped in. It was 
awesome; the feeling of freedom was so 
exhilarating and empowering. 

When I meditate on the freedom that 
Jesus died to give us, I think of that moment, that 
incredible feeling of letting go. I try and imagine a 
whole life of being free of everything but Jesus. Hav- 
ing a life free of not only guilt, fear, pride and re- 
sentments, but also the things that define me — job, 
status, looks, talents, accomplishments and anything 


CRBLSGUIL ED 


MARY ANN 


MARZANO 
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let go of the worldly way of doing and 
thinking, and take on the yoke of Jesus. 
Every morning I will wake and turn 
my life over to the One who wants to 
give me freedom and joy. I will lift my 
feet, swing out and drop into that pool 
of life-giving water where the cares 
of this world will disperse and I will 
know that it is only Jesus that matters. 
He will direct my path where the battle 
and the outcome is His. 


Matt: 11:28-29 — “Come to Me, all you who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My 
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for Iam gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 


A dog for Mom 


Editor’s note: The Agawam Advertiser News is 
pleased to welcome columnist Jay Berger back to the 
pages of his hometown newspaper. Berger’s column, 
“Jay Speaks,” will return as a regular feature in the 
Advertiser News. 


amount of coverage about dogs in all media. 

Newspapers, TV, magazine articles and even 
the movie screens. “Dog saves child who fell through 
the ice.” “Man saves dog who fell through the ice.” I 
watched a couple of old “Lassie” movies 
on TV. “Special days and hours for adopt- 
ing dogs for the holidays.” 

Then, yesterday, our son Joe called from 
Illinois to tell us of his “rescue dog’s” lat- 
est achievement. “Dad, she hides tennis 
balls all over the place like Elsa did. She 
tears apart my piles of leaves just like Elsa 
did. She wants to be on my lap or in my 
bed just like Elsa.” 

The reader probably wants to know 
“what about this Elsa?” She came into our 
life on one of Kitty’s special birthdays. 
Kitty, my wife, was across the street vis- 
iting a friend. I called the three children 
into the kitchen and asked for opinions on 
a special gift for Mom. There was silence 
until our daughter spoke quietly. 

“Well, you know, Dad, you surprised us a year ago 
with a cat for our home. What about a dog for Mom?” 

There was a babel of voices, all saying that idea 
was a winner. I asked, “Who wants to go to the SPCA 
adoption center and scout out a dog that would be just 
right for Mom?” Everyone said “I want to go.” “Let’s 
get into the car.” 

Off we went to the SPCA (which was on Bliss 
Street at that time). After parking, we went in and 
asked for the adoption area. We had to answer a series 
of questions as to our suitability to adopt. We men- 
tioned that a year ago we adopted a cat (we named 
the cat Tiger) Apparently we had the right stuff for 
adoption. 


HF: the past few days there has been a great 
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All of us slowly trod past each cage holding dogs 
that were eligible for adoption. They were all sizes, 
colors, breeds, mixed and otherwise. There was a lot 
of finger pointing and “Dad, look at this one”; “Dad, 
how about this guy?” And then we came to cage with 
three fairly young puppies. 

One of puppies broke away from his cage-mates, 
and confronted us with his tail wagging frantically. 
“Dad, he likes us. Mom will love her. Can we take 
her home?” 

That settled it. Elsa was coming to live with the 
Bergers. 

Why was she given the name “Elsa’’? 
The children in our family had read the 
book about the African lioness named 
Elsa, and then saw the movie about her. 
The dog we picked out had the same col- 
or ... therefore she was to be our Elsa for 
almost 19 years. 

Elsa became a legend in the area 
where we lived. She was a legend within 
our extended friends and family. She 
was a legend in the tennis club where I 
was a member. Elsa was a legend where 
our trailer was parked in the summers at 
Stafford Springs, as well as wherever we 
went on vacation. 

But let me back up to what took place 
when we brought Elsa home to give to my wife Kitty. 
Our youngest son, Joe, went across the street to tell 
her that she had a visitor who was looking for her at 
home. Kitty retuned to our home and was greeted by 
her gift. 

“Mom, meet Elsa! Happy birthday!” 

Kitty was overwhelmed by this bundle of a com- 
bination of beagle, fox hound, and who knows what 
else. The tail was wagging and it was a lovefest from 
the first minute. 

In my next piece, I'll reveal how Elsa became a 
legend. 


Jay Berger is an Agawam resident. 
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| Agawam Senior Center | 


| Weekly calendar 


| of events 


Monday, Dec. 22: 8 a.m., Weight 
| Training; 8:15 a.m., Yoga; 9 a.m., Paint- 
ing Club; 9:30 a.m., Line Dancing; 11:30 
| a.m., Gentle Yoga; 1 p.m., Bingo; 5 p.m., 
Zumba Gold. 
| Tuesday, Dec. 23: 9 am., Knitting 
Class, Sewing Class; 10 a.m., Computer 
Tech Club Meets; 12:30 p.m., Ladies Bil- 
| liards, Mah Jongg, Movie; 1 p.m., Mexi- 
can Train Game; 2:30 p.m., Chorus; 4:30 
| p.m., Yoga; 6 p.m., Beginner Line Dance; 
6:30 p.m., Evening Sewing Class. 
| Wednesday, Dec. 24: Senior Center 
closes at noon. Meals on Wheels only to- 
day. 
| Thursday, Dec. 25: Merry Christmas. 
Senior Center closed. 
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Friday, Dec. 26: 8 a.m., Yoga; 9:15 a.m., | 
All Media Art; noon, Canasta; 1 p.m., 
Pitch, Cribbage. 


Lunch menu | 


Monday, Dec. 22: Swedish meatballs 
over egg noodles, peas and carrots, water- | 
melon. 

Tuesday, Dec. 23: Roast chicken, mush- | 
room gravy, mashed potatoes, buttered 
corn, baked good. | 

Wednesday, Dec. 24: Meals on Wheels 
only. French toast, sausage, apple muffins, 
juice, cantaloupe. | 

Thursday, Dec. 25: Merry Christmas. 
Senior Center closed. 

Friday, Dec. 26: Baked sweet potato, 
crushed fish, Mediterranean sauce, rice 
pilaf, broccoli, pudding. 
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Sheriff praises staff for 
education, training 


Sheriff Michael J. Ashe Jr. recently re- 
leased the following Hampden County Sher- 
iff’s Department staff statistics for fiscal 
2014. 

Officers with college degrees now repre- 
sent 53.5 percent of the uniformed correc- 
tional officer staff of the Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment, including one uniformed officer with 
a doctorate degree and 15 uniformed officers 
with a master’s degree. 

Among the total staff of the Sheriff’s De- 
partment, uniform and non-uniform, five in- 
dividuals have doctorates and 90 individuals 
have a master’s degree. 

During the past fiscal year, 830 men and 
women took the Correctional Officer Video 
Test (COVT), a nationally standardized 
exam in which a job candidate is given 80 
scenarios to test judgment, integrity, team- 
work and poise under pressure. 

Candidates who passed the COVT were 
given a physical fitness-training test. Those 
who passed the physical fitness-training test 
were put through a process of application re- 
view, up to three rounds of interviews, back- 


Hearing 
Test Set 
for Senior 
Citizens 


Announcement- 

Free electronic hearing 
tests will be given from 
Monday-Friday 9am — Spm 
at Avada Hearing Care 
Centers at 9 locations in 
Western Mass. Call to find 
the location nearest to you. 


ground investigation, drug screening and 
medical exam. 

Candidates then still remaining in the se- 
lection process were sent as recruits to the 
eight-week Western Massachusetts Correc- 
tional Officers Training Academy admin- 
istered by the Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

Of the 51 men and women that graduated 
from the academy and began work as Hamp- 
den County Sheriff’s Department Correc- 
tional Officers, six percent began the hiring 
process by taking the COVT test. 

In the traditionally male profession of cor- 
rections, 32.5 percent of Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment staff are now female, including five 
assistant superintendents and four assistant 
deputy superintendents. 

In releasing this year’s personnel statis- 
tics, Sheriff Ashe said, “I think that both the 
enhanced level of education of our staff and 
the ‘gauntlet’ that an applicant has to sur- 
vive to get hired speaks to the professional 
capability of our staff. I am also particularly 
pleased that not only have we reached the 
point where nearly one-third or our staff is 
female in this traditionally male profession, 
but also that, throughout the department, 
women have leadership positions, including 
nine superintendents.” 


SUPPORT COMMUNITY BUSINESSES 


Grade 5: Amara Agosto, Asa Agudelo, 
Jenna Alicia, Jacob Backlund, Nina Ba- 
ranov, Olivia Barbarini, Josiah Bass-Collins, 
Kannon Behrens, Madison Belmer, Susan 
Belozerova, Emalee Bisson, Ethan Black, 
Benjamin Blanchette, Colin Bronner, Zarina 
Bubuza, Aidan Callahan, Virginia Caney, 
Lauren Carrier, Ryan Casagrande, Sarah 
Champigny, Anatoliy Chebanov, Cam- 
eron Chrisanthopouplos, Liliana Cicchetti, 
Marisa Clayton, Cameron Cofer, Jaylina 
Cone, Hannah Cote, Taylor Cotton, Jaden 
Couture, Evan Cruz, Isaiah Cruz, Mikayla 
Curley, Aaliyana Dancy, Evan Danek, Alli- 
son Davenport, Emily DeGeorge, Gabriella 
Dickinson, Mia DiLullo, Nicholas Donovan, 
Adam Dougherty, Alyssa Drumm, Megan 
Duquette, Angelina Dzyubenko, Ella East- 
man, Amelia Ellison, Victoria Felton, Max- 
well Florian, Jessica Fox, Sera Gagnon, 
Samuel Garfield, Livia Gavelis, Diana Gha- 
reeb, Quinton Gill, Sofia Giordano, Jenel 
Gonzalez, Dayne Gottier, Jacob Grisworld, 
Emily Gulla, Greta Halford, Emily Hall, Ed- 
ward Henry, Marissa Hermans, Joseph Hig- 
gins, Abbey Hildreth, Isabella Hill, Haley 
Hinshaw, Aiden Holloway, Abigail Holmes, 
Christopher Johnson, Autumn Jones, Min- 
seo Kang, Allison Kasperek, Patrick Kelly, 
Shane Kendall, Lillian Kennedy, Logan 
Kennedy, Leah Kenny, Ella Kinchak, Leon 
Kinyanjui, Emily Kukharchuk, Jacob Ku- 
las, Nathan LaBonte, Clara Laudato, Igor 
Lavrenchuk, Aidan Lawor, Rachel Le, Sa- 
mantha Leary, Elijah Leduc, Brynn Legros, 
Leila Lendon, Madison Levesque, Olivia 
Liacos, Nathan Lindell, Rebecca Littlehale, 
Jack Litz, Angelee Lombardo, Mark Lukin, 
Benjamin Luong, Patrick MacDonald, Alex- 
ander Marino, Vincent Martin, Kaycie Mc- 
Colley, Ethan McGrath, Isabella McGregor, 
Aiden McKay, Mila Miller, Emma Miolla, 
Jayden Montagna, Amanda Moquin, Giana 
Mullins, Jacob Napolitan, Matthew Nigro, 
Rebecca Obegenski, Kaeli Olson, Melina 
Ortiz, Emily Ottomaniello, Jaiden Pache- 
co, Rachel Packard, Jack Patterson, Grace 
Payne, Amelia Pickett, Hayley Potter, Dayna 
Rahilly, Jessica Reed, Brooke Rising, Bella 
Rollend, Kaylee Sanchez, Anthony Sanzo, 
Jesse Schuler, Kristina Sholopa, Rachel Si- 
gafose, Nicholas Skorupski, Gianna Smith, 
Kevin Soto, Melena St. Jacques, Peter Stas- 
sen, Ainsley Stevens, Sarah Tayeh, Jessica 
Taylor, Ashlyn Thomas, Domenic Vecchi- 
arelli, Vincent Wallace, Calista Watson, 
Dylan Wesley, Ernest Whitehead, Trinity 
Wright, Syeda Zahoor, Madison Zomek, 


Grade 6: Abigail Agron, Mia Albano, 
Thomas Arcelaschi, Jacob Baeder, Em- 
ily Ball, William Balzano, Odalys Batista, 
Kimberly Beaver, Christian Beavis, Samuel 
Belmer, Demitra Benard, Sofia Blanch- 
ette, Trinity Boliski, Joshua Bouchard, Re- 
ese Bourgeois, Madison Braska, Delaney 
Brown, Ryan Butler, Hannah Cahill, Isabella 
Caputo, Madeline Cascio, Domenic Cecche- 
telli, James Chenevert, Kaan Cicek, Allison 


People who usually say they 
can hear but have trouble 
with understanding words are 


The test has been arranged Support the local . 4 : 
foranyone who suspects they | gusinesses that support | Réliable Vitamin Brands 
are not hearing clearly. your local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 
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Cohen, Dale Consolini Keeley Cote, Serena 
Croteau, Kylie Crowley, Gianna Curto, Em- 
liy Czupta, David Dagenais, Justin Davis, 
Hannah Davydov, Lucas Dean, Christopher 
DeGray, Ryan DelBarba, Nicole Depergola, 
Marissa Deslauriers, Thalia Diaz-LaCasse, 
Anthony Dillard, Andrew Dzhendzheruha, 
Emily Ehresman, Julianna Faillace, Anna 
Fedotova, Cristina Ferraro, Christian Fisk, 
Jocelyn Fonseca, Cameron Gauthier, Kath- 
erine Gauthier, Samantha Gentile, Alyssa 
Gentilella, Ryan Gilbert, Joseph Glaessner, 
Benjamin Gordon, Joseph Goudreau, Julia 
Hall, Julia Hampton, Ethan Harnois, Daniel 
Harpin, Mia Hastings, Samuel Hodovanec, 
James Houle, Ashley Hurley, Vanessa Iod- 
lovskaya, Agnesa Isufi, Joseph Jendrysik, 
Alyssa Johnson, Margaret Johnston, Lexi 
Jordan, Jacob Kibbe, Rebecca Kiforishina, 
Julia Kirezi, Emamuel Kodreanu, Hannah 
Krafcik, Adam Krause, Emily Landry, Evan 
Lang, Austin Larrabee, Brianna Lasorsa, 
Brendan LeBlanc, Nina Liquori, Joseph Lo- 
chiatto, Jaron Luke, Colin Malecki, Stepha- 
nie Maloni, Anastasiya Mamentava, Frank 
Marasi, Katherine Matuza, Sydney Maxey, 
Brenna McAnanama, Meagan McKiernan, 
Siobhan McMahon, Delaney Miles, Victoria 
Miller, Sophia Moccio, Morgan Moriarty, 
Yinnellis Moya, Chelsea Normand, Tia Nuz- 
zolili, Laine Page, Brooke Perry, Timothy 
Polevoy, Joshua Privedenyuk, Adam Rad- 
kovets, Antonio Ramos, Meredith Ravizza, 
Hannah Richter, Mackenzie Ritchie, Jen- 
nifer Ritter, Vincenzo Romeo, Sarah Ross, 
Christian Rua, Sofia Ruiz, Dahlia Ryan, Ol- 
ivia Salva, Sage Sarrazin, Jackson Schlosser, 
Sofia Sergeychik, Makenzie Shean, Kiley 
Sheehan, Anna Shlemanov, Colin Shlosser, 
Rachel Sills, Summer Smith, Talal Soffan, 
Brandon Spaulding, Matthew St. Laurent, 
Emily St. Pierre, Rowenn Stevens, McKen- 
na Strong, Kabeni Suresh, Shawn Svoboda, 
Julia Sweeney, Skylar Thies, Rilee Tourville, 
Athena Trench, Connor Twohig, Josephine 
Typrowicz, Kayleah Unglaub, Alex Vare- 
nyev, Ella Votzakis, William Walsh, Abigail 
Waris, Jonathon Watson, Joseph Weyant, 
Emmerson White, Michael Winer, Kaitlin 
Winters, Lucas Woods, Abby Work, Brian 
Wyckoff, Sulamita Yukhimets, Jennifer 
Yusenko, Jackson Zampiceni, Emma Zollo. 


K of C to host 
blood drive 


The Knights Of Columbus will 
host a blood drive for Mercy Medi- 
cal Center’s Blood Bank Tues- 
day, Jan. 6, from 2 to 6 p.m. at St. 
John’s Church, 833 Main St., Aga- 
wam. For more information, call 
413-786-3091. 


The 
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20 Vining Hill Road, Southwick, MA 


encouraged to come in for the 
tests. The testing includes 
newly-developed tests that 
determine your ability to hear 
speech in noisy environ- 
ments. Everyone, especially 
those over 55 who have 
trouble hearing words clearly, 
should have a test annually. 
Demonstrations of the latest 
devices to improve clarity of 
speech will be available, on 
the spot, after the tests. You 
can HEAR for yourself if the 
latest methods of correction 
will help you understand 
words better. 

Call for your Appointment 


1-888-798-8528 
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aby’s first Christmas 2014 


Emma Marie Albro 


October 2, 2014 


Parents: Jessica & Tony Albro, Feeding Hills 
Grandparents: Robert & Susan Aspinall, Granville; 
Kate & Tony Albro, Feeding Hills 


Caleb Douglas Gendron 


January 12, 2014 
Parents: Stephanie & Kyle Gendron, Agawam 
Grandparents: Sharon & Ronald Gendron, Feeding Hills; 
Charlotte & Douglas Walters, Sr., Middlebury, CT 


Dexter Mason Andres 


October 14, 2014 


Parents: Ashley & Chip Andrews of Enfield, CT 
Grandparents: Wendy & Gary Delcamp of Southwick 
Mikki & Peter Hinman of New Hartford, CT 
Woody Andrews & Mary Breslin of California 


Salvation Army launches 
online kettle campaign 


Salvation Army red kettles have been an American tradi- 
tion since 1891, helping raise financial support for critical 
Salvation Army programs, and now individuals, teams and 
companies can participate by starting an online kettle cam- 
paign of their own. 

The red kettle campaigns have grown into one of the most 
recognizable and important charitable campaigns in the 
United States, providing toys for kids, coats for the home- 
less, food for the hungry and countless social service pro- 
grams year-round. The Salvation Army invites the greater 
Springfield area community to become a part of Christmas 
efforts by volunteering and donating to those in need. 

“The kettle campaign began in 1891 with a single kettle to 
help feed the needy in San Francisco, California,” said Cap- 
tain John Ferreria. “We are proud to provide much needed 
services made possible through donations, much of which 
are generated through the kettle campaigns. Now that online 
kettles are available, it’s never been easier to help join our 
cause and make a difference in the lives of others.” 

Online kettle campaigns allow the public to host a red 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER SEEKS MEETING 


CORRESPONDENT 


he Agawam Advertiser News, a Turley Publi- 

cation, covering Agawam and Feeding Hills, 

is seeking a freelance correspondent to cover 
municipal and school district meetings on a regu- 
lar basis. Applicants should be familiar with town 
government and have good writing skills. A degree 
in communications, English or journalism is not 
required, but encouraged. The applicant should be 
available on nights. Position is paid per story. Please 
send cover letter, resume and writing samples to 
Editor Tim Kane at 23 Southwick St., Feeding Hills, 
MA 01030 or tkane@turley.com. No phone calls or 
drop-ins please. 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 


www.turley.com 


Turley Publications, Inc. is an equal opportunity employer. 


kettle digitally, in three different formats: 

Individual kettles are personal online kettles where you 
can invite others to donate. 

Team kettles consist of multiple individual kettles. Funds 
raised by each individual kettle with the team kettle are 
combined and reflected on the team kettle page. 

Company kettles consist of multiple team kettles. Funds 
raised by each team within the company kettle are combined 
and reflected on the company kettle page. Individual kettles 
can also directly join and fundraise for a company kettle 
without being a part of a team. 

The online red kettle campaign is active until Jan. 31. 
After this date, kettle hosts can still log into the online red 
kettle to see how much has been raised, but will not be able 
to receive donations. 

“There is no registration fee to participate in our online 
kettle campaigns,” said Amanda Moyer, Springfield Salva- 
tion Army board member. “Additionally, everyone who do- 
nates to an online kettle will receive an email acknowledge- 
ment that can be used for tax purposes.” 
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WIRELESS, from page 1 


that resolution,” said Rossi. “I think it would be good for the 
community.” 

Councilor Gina Letellier agreed, and offered to co-sponsor 
the resolution. 

The resolution was originally brought forward in October 
when Johnson was unhappy with safeguards in the process of 
adding properties to the Wireless Communications Overlay 
District in town. 

Verizon Wireless had brought forward an application 
seeking to place a new wireless communications tower at a 
site at 495 Mill Street. The zone change to add the Mill Street 
property to the overlay district was approved, but Johnson 
said he would have rather seen a report from an expert saying 
it was the best location to place a tower. 

The council then sought for the Zoning Board of Appeals 
to exercise that power when Verizon Wireless goes in front of 
their body for a variance for the height of the tower. 

Following the zone change approval, Johnson developed 
the language for a resolution that gave the City Council the 
ability to require the applicant to pay for an expert so the 
council can make informed decisions before approving zone 
changes. 

“T think the City Council needs to have something in place 
before it makes a decision on these zone changes,” said John- 
son. “There was no plan to add more properties to the over- 
lay district.” 

There have been concerns from some city councilors about 
having too many wireless communications towers in town, 
as they are considered an eyesore in some neighborhoods. 

Agawam currently has five Verizon Wireless towers cov- 
ering the town. One of the towers is located in West Spring- 
field. The rest are located in various outskirts of town. 


In cities and towns throughout the nation 
businesses still reach the largest audience 
possible by placing ads in their local newspaper. 
When you need cost-effective market reach and 
real results, community newspapers deliver? 


MOO-LICIOUS FARM 


“> Order Your Holiday Pies Now! 
Call 413-569-1700 


Closing Dec. 23rd 
Reopening Feb. 14th 
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(Across from Calabrese Farms) 
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MIGHTY Mechanics enters Phase II 


MIGHTY Mechanics, a Western Mas- 
sachusetts FIRST robotics club, has an- 
nounced the completion of Phase I “Robot 
Design” for the 2014-2015 robotics com- 
petition. Phase II now begins the real build- 
ing process, where some students who have 
never worked with manufacturing tools 
or computer programs will try to make a 
mainly metallic robot fit within an 18-inch 
box. Next they add functionality so that dur- 
ing competition, their robot can successfully 
perform a series of challenges to score points 
above the competition. 

Assembly includes using pre-fab parts 
made for robot design as well as raw materi- 
als, such as aluminum, plastic and possibly 
wood. Various mechanisms of the shelf parts 
will be added, including as motors, gears, 
wheels, batteries and electronics, in order 
to add programming, motorization and me- 
chanical functionality. 

The MIGHTY mechanics team is in 
“quick build” mode preparing for its first 
scrimmage set for Dec. 20. This practice 
tournament with other robotic teams will 
help all robotics teams identify robot design 
changes they can implement in order to be 
more proficient and successful as they fur- 
ther prepare to compete in official tourna- 
ments. Competitions begin locally and pro- 
ceed to state, super regional and eventually, 
international levels. 

The team’s challenges include driving 
a robot off a ramp in “autonomous mode,” 
where the robot is controlled by the pro- 
grammers’ set of instructions downloaded 
to the robot. The programmers identify what 
they want the robot to do. They enter a long 
series of commands and iterations for the ro- 
bot to complete in order for it to move about 
and function automatically. 

“T’ve always wanted to learn how to pro- 
gram a robot,” said Nick Charest, first-year 
MIGHTY Mechanics programmer. “The 
funny thing is I always thought I’d have to 
wait until college, but thanks to this FIRST 
Robotics Club, ’'m having the opportunity 
to explore programming now, which can 
help me decide if this is a career I’d like to 
pursue.” 


After “autonomous mode,” two members 


Submitted photo 


Nick Charest, first-year MIGHTY 
Mechanics programmer, enjoys 
learning how to program a robot. 


of the team begin to drive and control the ro- 
bot’s on-board accessories. They need to pre- 
cisely position the robot to both knock out a 
stick, pick up whiffle or plastic golf balls and 
deposit them into any one of three different 
height vertical tubes marked as goals. From 
there the robot can be controlled to move 
those vertical goals up a small inclined ramp 
to a platform approximately 10 inches high. 
All three goals can possibly be positioned 
there and a final point scoring challenge is 
to balance the robot on the ramp without it 
sliding off and touching the floor. 

For monthly updates or more informa- 
tion, visit MIGHTY Mechanics robotics 
club website. Individuals or businesses that 
would like to help support the ongoing suc- 
cess of the MIGHTY Mechanics can send 
donations to AREA (Agawam Robotics Ed- 
ucation Association), 173 Pineview Circle, 
Agawam, MA 01001-3420. 

Donations are appreciated by the team, 
mentors and coaches and will support their 
pursuit of building a robot, participating in 
competitions that could lead to international 
matches, as well as provide more opportuni- 
ties for them to learn about manufacturing, 
science, technology and mathematics. 


Agawam High School Counseling bulletin 


College Acceptances: Tara Graham, Uni- 
versity of New Haven, Salem State Univer- 
sity; Marissa Miller, Western New England 
University; Viktoriya Maklakova, Bay Path 
University, American International College; 
Philip Woods, Castleton State College, Col- 
by-Sawyer College, University of Maine; 
Patrick Deane, Western New England Uni- 
versity; John Colwell, Wheelock College, 
Curry College; James Macey, Lasell Col- 
lege. 

Bay Path Same Day Decision Accep- 
tance: Is being offered at Agawam High 
School on Jan. 14. Sign up with Mrs. Tirone 
in the counseling office. 

FAFSA Day (College Goal Sunday): 
This volunteer-driven program provides free 
assistance to students and families seeking 
to complete the FAFSA (Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid) on either Jan. 25 
at | p.m. at American International College 
or Feb. 22 at 1 p.m. at Holyoke Community 
College. Parents should bring their FAFSA 
pin (www.pin.ed.gov), Social Security 


ADVERTISING 
Works! 


Retailers and small 
local businesses put the 
lion’s share of their local 

advertising in newspapers. 
They know which media 
truly moves their products. 
Besides that, Google’s 
research shows that half of 
online shoppers are more 
likely to buy products they’ve 
seen in the paper. 


number, driver’s license number, most re- 
cent federal tax return, most recent W-2 or 
year-end pay stub, untaxed income records, 
bank statement(s), business and investment 
records and Alien Registration Card (if not 
a US. citizen). For more information, visit 
www.fafsaday.org. 

Free SAT Practice Test: Princeton Re- 
view will host a free SAT practice test to AHS 
students on Saturday, Jan. 10, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Students must pre-register at 
princtonreview.com or 1-800-2-REVIEW, 
ext. 1065. Postcards have been mailed home 
to all 10th- and 1 1th-graders. 

College Applications: They are past due. 
See your guidance counselor right away. 

SAT Prep Course: Princeton Review will 
host an SAT Prep Course at AHS beginning 
Jan. 28. Students must pre-register and pay 
at princtonreview.com or 1-800-2-REVIEW, 
ext. 1065. Postcards have been mailed home 
to all 10th- and 1 1th-graders. 

Scholarships: See your counselor for 
more information or an application. 


Merny Christroas! 


Thank you for your patronage. 
See you in the hoon 


512 Southwick Street 
Feeding Hills, MA 
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| Agawam Schools’ weekly lunch menu | 


| AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 
The Agawam High School lunch menu 
is posted on the school’s website. 


AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
| Monday, Dec. 22: Popcorn chicken 
bites with dipping sauce, mashed po- 
| tatoes, seasoned vegetable, fresh and 
chilled fruit. 
Tuesday, Dec. 23: Whole-wheat pan- 
| cakes, hash browns, turkey sausage links, 
strawberry cup, orange juice cup. 


ROBERTA G. DOERING SCHOOL 
| Monday, Dec. 22: Popcorn chicken 

bites with dipping sauce, mashed po- 
Bo Ss 


tatoes, seasoned vegetable, fresh and | 
chilled fruit. 

Tuesday, Dec. 23: Whole-wheat pan- 
cakes, hash browns, turkey sausage links, | 
strawberry cup, orange juice cup. 


AGAWAM ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS | 
Monday, Dec. 22: Popcorn chicken 
bites with dipping sauce, mashed po- | 
tatoes, seasoned vegetable, fresh and 
chilled fruit. 
Tuesday, Dec. 23: Whole-wheat pan- | 
cakes, hash browns, turkey sausage links, 
strawberry cup, orange juice cup. | 


Horace Smith scholarship, 
fellowship funds available 


The Horace Smith Fund, now in its 116th 
year, has scholarship and fellowship money 
available for graduates of Hampden County 
public and private high schools. Scholarships 
awards of $10,000 are distributed as $2,500 
annually and renewable each year until grad- 
uation. Fellowship awards of $12,000 are 
distributed as $4,000 annually and renew- 
able for two additional years. Students must 
maintain at least a B average in college. 

Recipients are selected on a variety of cri- 
teria, including their SAT test scores, class 
rank, extra-curricular activities, financial 
need, recommendations and a personal writ- 
ten account of why the student feels deserv- 
ing of financial assistance. Fellowship appli- 
cants must also submit their GRE scores and 
transcript. All recipients must be full-time 
students and residents of Hampden County. 

Last year, $358,000 was awarded to 35 
individuals. Scholarships were given to 27 
graduating seniors from 15 Hampden Coun- 


ty high schools. Four scholarships were also 
awarded to college students to assist them 
in completing their education. Four fellow- 
ships were given to college graduates, who 
had graduated from Hampden County high 
schools. 

The Horace Smith Fund was established 
in 1899 by philanthropist Horace Smith, co- 
founder of Smith & Wesson in Springfield. 
The scholarships and fellowships are named 
for Walter S. Barr, a West Springfield busi- 
nessman whose widow left the bulk of the 
family estate to the Horace Smith Fund in 
1950. 

Completed applications must be received 
either electronically or be mailed to the Hor- 
ace Smith Fund at 1441 Main St., Spring- 
field, no later than Feb. 1. Applications are 
available at local high school guidance of- 
fices, online at www.HoraceSmithFund.org 
or by phone at 413-739-4222. 


Residents attain honors at 
Williston Northampton 


The following area students were 
among those to be named to the Honor 
Roll for the first trimester at the Williston 
Northampton School in Easthampton. 

Caroline Wysocki, of Agawam, a mem- 
ber of the Class of 2016, achieved Hon- 
ors. Noah DeVos, of Feeding Hills, a 
member of the Class of 2017, achieved 


Follow us on 


Honors. Michael Lloyd, of Feeding Hills, 
a member of the Class of 2016, achieved 
Honors. 

Students earning High Honors are re- 
quired to earn a grade point average of 92. 
Students earning Honors are required to 
earn a grade point average of 87. 


facebook. 


www.facebook.com/AgawamAdvertiserNews 


, | HANDE ORD OIL, 


HOME HEATING OIL 
Serving Western Massachusetts 


Call ov Brit Piel 413-733-7703 
We accept 


Send a child 
something special 
this Christmas - 
a personalized 
letter from Santa! 


Brought to you by Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime is a 
special opportunity to personalize 
a child’s Christmas holiday! 


They'll also 
receive an 
autographed 
photo along 
with a 
special gift. 


Simply cut out the coupon below, fill in your 
payment information and enclose your check 
for $9.95.* The letter will be delivered with the 
autographed photo and special gift just in time for 
Christmas! Quantities are limited, so don’t delay, 
order your gift today! 

ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 


$9.95 for the first one, $8.95 for each additional. Please include phone 
number. Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12-25-14. 


CHILD’S NAME(S) 


SHIPPING ADDRESS 


CITY ZIP 


YOUR NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY ZIP 


PHONE 


PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 


CHECK [J VISA 


MASTERCARD 


DISCOVER 


CREDIT CARD # 


EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 


PHONE: 


MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 

Santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: cgriswold@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 
Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 


time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 
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SolarCity opens W. Mass. base in Agawam 


SolarCity, a nationwide solar energy company, is opening 
an operations center — its fourth in the state and its first in 
Western Massachusetts — at 604 Silver St. in Agawam. 

The company assists homeowners in “going solar” with 
no upfront cost, allowing them to immediately pay less for 
solar than they pay for utility power. SolarCity takes care 
of everything from design and permitting to monitoring and 
maintenance. SolarCity currently serves 15 states and signs 
up approximately one new customer every minute of the 
work day, the company said in a statement. 

Massachusetts residents have experienced some of the 
fastest-growing utility rates in the country in recent years, 
and SolarCity allows homeowners to lock in affordable rates 
to protect themselves from rising energy costs. SolarCity 
will initially offer service to customers of National Grid and 


Western Mass. Electric in the region. 

SolarCity’s expansion brings a significant number of lo- 
cal jobs — there are approximately 30 staff working out of 
the Western Massachusetts Operations Center today and the 
company plans to fill an additional 50 positions for the fa- 
cility. SolarCity now employs more than 390 staff in Mas- 
sachusetts and more than 8,000 nationwide. Candidates in- 
terested in employment opportunities in Massachusetts can 
contact SolarCity via its online jobs form at www.solarcity. 
com/jobs. 

Homeowners in Massachusetts who are interested in 
SolarCity’s services can contact the company directly at 
888-SOL-CITY (888-765-2489) for a free, no-obligation so- 
lar consultation, or visit www.solarcity.com/request. 


Submitted photo 


Final Destination Fitness is now open at 28 Southwick St., Feeding Hills. 


Fitness studio now open 


Final Destination Fitness Inc. recently opened at 28 
Southwick St., Feeding Hills. The fitness studio is led by 
Lindsey Petrangelo, Certified Personal Trainer and Reg- 
istered Nurse. Petrangelo has been in the health and fit- 
ness field since 2006, helping people reach their health 
and fitness goals. She has worked with all fitness levels 
and pushes people to their maximum potential with ex- 
pertise and compassion. 

The studio offers a full class schedule ranging from the 
beauty and grace of vinyasa yoga to the extreme mind- 


blowing conditioning of Insanity workouts. Its certified 
personal trainers are also available to work with privately 
in a one-on-one or small-group setting. Programs are cus- 
tom fit for each individual along with nutritional planning 
and everyday support. 

For a full class schedule, personal trainer bios, hours 
and information on individual training and the six-week 
weight loss challenge, visit finaldestinationfitness.com. 
Final Destination Fitness may also be contacted at 413- 
896-0891 or lindsey @ finaldestinationfitness.com. 


Easthampton Savings to merge with Conn. bank 


EASTHAMPTON — The parent company of Easthamp- 
ton Savings Bank last week announced it will acquire the 
Citizens National Bank of Putnam, Conn. 

Citizens National Bancorp Inc., which operates five 
branches in northeastern Connecticut, signed a definitive 
agreement Dec. 11 to merge into ESB Bancorp in the third 
quarter of 2015, the banks said in a statement. Easthampton 
Savings Bank operates 10 branches in Hampden and Hamp- 


Legal Notices 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD14A0047AD 
CITATION 
G.L. c. 210, § 6 
In the matter of: 
Rylie Madison McLane 

To: Joshua Layne any 
unnamed or unknown parent 
and persons interested in a 
petition for the adoption of 
said child and to the 
Department of Children and 
Families of said Common- 
wealth. 

A Petition has been pre- 
sented to said court by: 
Anthony J Rose of Aga- 
wam, MA Erin M Rose of 
Agawam, MA requesting for 
leave to adopt said child and 
that the name of the child be 
changed to Rylie Madison 
Rose 

If you desire to object 
thereto, you or your attorney 


must file a written appear- 

ance in said court at: Spring- 

field on or before ten o’clock 

in the morning (10:00 a.m.) 

on: 02/13/2015 

WITNESS, Hon. Anne 

M Geoffrion, First Justice of 

this Court. 

Date: November 24, 2014 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

12/4,12/11,12/18/14 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 


shire counties, including one at 770 Main St., Agawam. 

The combined bank, which will hold assets of more than 
$1.3 billion, will continue to operate all 15 branches, accord- 
ing to Matthew Sosik, president and CEO of Easthampton 
Savings Bank. 

“Given Citizens’ excellent reputation and franchise val- 
ue in their market area, we expect to operate Citizens’ five 
branches under the Citizens trade name after the transaction 
is completed,” said Sosik. “That structure will allow us to 
remain acutely attentive to our existing customers and com- 
munities in the Pioneer Valley, while allowing us to expand 
and further develop Citizens’ market share. We are very fa- 
miliar with Citizens’ market area and we are excited to grow 
through an expansion into the northeast Connecticut and 
central Massachusetts markets.” 

The Citizens National Bank is not affiliated with the 
Rhode Island-based bank known as Citizens Bank with local 
branches inside Stop & Shop supermarkets, such as the one 
on Springfield Street in Feeding Hills. 

The acquisition of Citizens National by ESB, an all-cash 
transaction valued at approximately $51.3 million, has been 
approved by both banks’ boards of directors, and is contin- 
gent upon approval from regulators and from a majority of 
Citizens National shareholders. 

Also on Dec. 11, the board of directors of Citizens Nation- 
al Bancorp declared a dividend of $0.50 per share payable on 
Jan. 9, 2015, to shareholders of record as of Dec. 23. 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam Ad- 
vertiser News should be sent directly to klanier@turley. 
com. Karen Lanier processes all legals for this newspa- 
per and can answer all of your questions regarding these 
notices. Please indicate the newspapers and publication 
date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of your email. 
For questions regarding coverage area, procedures or 
cost, please call Karen directly at 413-283-8393 x271. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit www. 
turley.com for more information. 
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Public Safety 


POLICE LOG 


The Agawam Police Department responded to 317 calls 
for service from Dec. 9 to Dec. 15. The department made 
nine arrests. Those arrested will appear at a future date in 
Westfield District Court and are innocent until proven guilty. 


Tuesday, Dec. 9 
Eugenio Padilla, 45, of 775 Worthington St., Springfield, 
was arrested on a charge of disorderly conduct. 


Wednesday, Dec. 10 
Keith Joseph Henchey, 26, of 27 Anthony St., Agawam, 
was arrested on a charge of trespassing. 


Thursday, Dec. 11 
Jeremiah E. Vezina, 23, of 78 Hill St., West Springfield, 
was arrested on a charge of operating under the influence of 
liquor second offense. 
Scott A. Hotaling, 50, of 81 Randall St., Agawam, was ar- 


FIRE 


The Agawam Fire Department responded to 78 EMS calls 
and the following emergency response calls for the week 
from Dec. 9 to Dec. 15. 


On Dec. 9 at 6:55 p.m., the department responded to South 
Westfield Street for smoke detector activation, no fire - un- 
intentional. 

On Dec. 10 at 5:27 p.m., the department responded to 
Springfield Street for motor vehicle / pedestrian accident. 

On Dec. 11 at 5:22 p.m., the department responded to 
Springfield Street for smoke scare, odor of smoke. 

On Dec. 12 at 1:55 p.m., the department responded to 
Sunnyslope Avenue with no incident found on arrival at dis- 
patch address. 

On Dec. 12 at 3:34 p.m., the department responded to 
School Street with no incident found on arrival at dispatch 
address. 

On Dec. 12 at 3:36 p.m., the department responded to 
Florida Drive for carbon monoxide incident. 

On Dec. 13 at 8:23 p.m., the department responded to Val- 
ley Brook Road for false alarm or false call, other. 


rested on a warrant for assault on a family member. 
Michael J. Skowron, 31, of 13 Channell Drive, Agawam, 
was arrested on a default warrant for failure to appear. 


Sunday, Dec. 14 
Robert Lynch, 39, of 37 Federal St., Agawam, was arrest- 
ed on a charge of cruelty to an animal. 
Melissa Jean Jarrica, 27, of 37 Federal St., Agawam, was 
arrested on a charge of domestic assault and battery. 
Robert D. Bobskill, 68, of 884 Carew St., Springfield, was 
arrested on a default warrant for failure to appear. 


Monday, Dec. 15 
Tyler Rush, 26, of 170 North St., Agawam, was arrested 
on charges of disorderly conduct, resisting arrest, possession 
of burglarious instrument, breaking and entering a motor ve- 
hicle, attempting to commit a crime, and larceny over $250. 


LOG 


On Dec. 14 at 1:34 p.m., the department responded to 
Brookfield Lane for public service. 

On Dec. 14 at 2:56 p.m., the department responded to 
Leonard Street to assist invalid. 

On Dec. 14 at 5:11 p.m., the department responded to 
North Westfield Street to assist invalid. 

On Dec. 14 at 4:59 p.m., the department responded to 
Route 57 Rotary for motor vehicle accident with no injuries. 

On Dec. 14 at 8:56 p.m., the department responded to Suf- 
field Street for motor vehicle accident with injuries. 

On Dec. 14 at 9:12 p.m., the department responded to 
Springfield Street for gas leak, natural gas or LPG. 

On Dec. 15 at 12:18 p.m., the department responded to 
Springfield Street for detector activation, no fire — uninten- 
tional. 

On Dec. 15 at 9:41 p.m., the department responded to 
South Westfield Street for alarm system activation, no fire 
— unintentional. 

On Dec. 15 at 9:50 p.m., the department responded to 
Springfield Street to assist police or other governmental 
agency. 
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It only comes 6 
but once 


a year. 


Benchmark Senior Living’s 2014 Rate Lock is here. 
Reserve 2014 rates for a limited time only. 


ed love to welcome your family into ours this 
season. Visit today and see how our lifestyle makes all 
the difference. 


* Live Now, Live Engaged™ memory care — 
2014 OPTIMA Award Winner 


¢ Personal Care Plans based upon needs 
instead of time 


* Choices, friendships, and opportunities to warm 
the coldest days 


Call today to reserve our 2014 rates - offer ends soon. 


*Limited-time offer, savings vary by community. 
**9014 OPTIMA Award presented to Benchmark Senior Living by Long-term Living 
Magazine for best practices in memory care. 


The Atrium 


at Cardinal Drive 
A Benchmark Senior Living Community 
153 Cardinal Drive - Agawam, MA 01001 
413-821-9911 


& www.ATRIUMATCARDINALDRIVE.COM 2 
"Saar 


MEMORY CARE 


a: Heritage Woods 


a 


We have 
immediate 
availability. 


Assisted Living Community 


Genesis HealthCare™ 


Did you know we offer: 


Private Apartments 


Personal Care Assistance 
including medication management 


Three Daily Meals 


Housekeeping 


Transportation to Medical Appointments 


Respite Care 


On-Site Dialysis 


On-Site Therapy 


OPEN HOUSE 
Sat., Dec. 27, 10-2pm 


Heritage Woods Assisted Living Community 


462 Main Street, Agawam, MA e (413) 789-8332 
www.genesishcc.com/heritagewoods 
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The Patriot Guard Riders stand tall with their American flags. 


Weason to remember 


ne December day every year, 
(): organization Wreaths Across \ 
America initiates a wreath laying 
ceremony which stretches across all 50 
of the United States. The tradition started 
in 1992 with one man by the name of 
Morrill Worcester, of Harrington, Maine. 
Worcester wanted to recognize and honor 
fallen soldiers of the past and did so by 
placing wreaths on their gravestones in 
his home town. Twenty-four years later 
the tradition continues. The Massachu- 
setts Veterans Memorial Cemetery on 
Main Street in Agawam was one of the 
many participating cemeteries in this 
year’s event on Saturday. 


Turley Publications photos 
by Kimberly Hatch 


A member of the Knights of Columbus Honor Guard is sur- 
rounded by patriotic stripes and stars. 


First Sgt. Cox of the United States Army 
salutes the American flag. 


A member of the Patriot Guard Asun ray angelically beams upon 
Riders holds one of the many the face of a young boy during 
American flags present during the Saturday’s event. 

event. 


An amistad member of the United Capt. Brian Freeman of the Civil 
States Marine Corps, left, and Cadet Air Patrol, the ceremony coordi- 
Cadet Airman ist Class Amanda Leonard shows her respect with a Airman Basic Matthew Schroeck place nator for Wreaths Across Ameri- 
salute. a wreath during the public ceremony. ca, leads the event. 


The Knights of Columbus Honor Guard made their appearance. 
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Mary and Joseph are portrayed by Shelley Pass and A.J. Hernandez. 


NATIVITY, from page 1 


great to us giving their animals just to add 
something more to this event,” said Pass. 

Saturday’s event went on for three hours. 
Every 30 minutes, the story of Jesus’ birth 
is told by a narrator dressed in costume as 
a shepherd. The story is told with the vari- 
ous players acting out their parts, from Jesus 
being born in a manger because there was 
no room at the inn, up to the three wise men 
offering their gifts. 

“Tt’s how we let everyone know about the 
importance of Christmas being the day of 
Jesus’ birth,’ said Chris Pyrek, one of the 
narrators. “I think this Live Nativity is a lot 
more fun to do than seeing it with the stat- 
ues. It really brings the experience and the 
story to life.” 

Hank Bastos also served as a narrator. He 
said the families that turn out often give good 
feedback, making the experience worth it. 

“Tt’s really great to see the families with 
their children,” said Bastos. “This is a great 
time for families and we’re glad to put on 
such a nice family event.” 


Turley Publications photos by 
Gregory A. Scibelli 


Above: Hank Bastos gets 
warm by the fire. Bastos 
dressed as a shepherd and 
was a narrator reading the 
story of Jesus’ birth. 


Left: Charlie Kaye, 3, pets a 
goat from the Forest Park 
Petting Zoo. The zoo animals 
added more realism to the 
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Sheraton Springf ield 
Monarch Place 


New Year rs {ve eet 


¢ An exquisite three-course dinner for two at Picks Restaurant. 
A few of the many choices are: 
Appetizers: Winter Root Vegetable Bisque, Arugula, Bleu Cheese 
and Pear Salad, Blue Crab Cakes or Grilled Romaine Caesar Salad 
Entrees: Petite Filet Mignon with Charred Onions and a 
Red Wine Demi, Seared Atlantic Salmon, Slow Braised Beef Short Ribs, 
Wild Mushroom Ravioli or Seared Airline Chicken Breast 
Desserts: Chocolate Bundt Cake, Peppermint Cheesecake or ; 
Coffee Gelato Sundaes 
¢ A private party in one of our Jr. Ballrooms featuring live music and 
dancing to the vibrant sounds of The Band MPM (4 piece live band)! 
¢ Party snacks, a cash bar, and a complimentary midnight champagne toast 


Reservations required: (413) 781-1010 


" New Year’s Eve Complete Overnight Package Price: $259 


Upgrade your experience by spending the night in one of our plush Sheraton 
Sweet Sleeper Beds, plus free parking, free HSIA, all of the Dinner and Party Package 
1 features and receive 15% off our New Year's Day Breakfast Buffet! 


ihe ah 


dior tat ed ek WAS 


Click the QR code or visit us on 
Facebook and click on Events 
for further details about our 
menu and this event! 
www.facebook.com/ 
Sheraton.Springfield 


Book Online at www.SheratonSpringfield.com 
Click on Offers Tab or 


Call 866-716-8120 | 


Both package prices are inclusive of all sales taxes 
and gratuities and ate based on 2 adults. pe 12/31/14. 


y wuvuv. SheratonSpringfield.com AAT | 
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ROBOTS, from page 1 


robot vehicle using Legos. The robot was 
attached to a machine that motorized the ve- 
hicle. Students had to program the machine 
to achieve certain tasks on a thematic play- 
ing surface. 

The challenge? Getting everything to- 
gether and working in just two and a half 
minutes. 

“Tt’s really hard,” said Sienna Stefanik. 
“We have to meet a lot of challenges. Our 
robot had to be programmed to shoot a ball 
into a Lego soccer goal this year.” 

During the competition, the robot is only 
allowed to be reprogrammed in a specific 
area. The tasks can be as simple as being 
able to pick up and carry an item or as hard 
as shooting the ball in the goal. Teams battle 
each other to score the most points on the 
playing surface. Teams that move on in the 
competition have the chance between rounds 
to improve the programming of their Lego 
robots. 

Henry enjoys seeing the competition in 
the hometown of the Rosie Robotics pro- 


Page 11 


“This is great to have it here because I live 
in Agawam and I really believe in this pro- 
gram,” said Henry. 

The themes each year, such as education 
for this year, help students apply their ro- 
botic studies to other content areas. 

“This year, the students are focused on 
how we best learn,” said Henry. “The stu- 
dents were required to ask a question, then 
develop a solution.” 

One team, a group of third graders called 
the Agawam Engineers, developed the best 
way to teach mathematics in a fun way. They 
developed a board game that has increasing 
difficulty for mathematics programs, with 
players looking to achieve a “college de- 
gree” at the end of the game. 

“We decided we wanted to make a board 
game that required you to answer math ques- 
tions to get through,” said Harry Lunden, 10. 

One of his teammates on the proj- 
ect, Christopher Rondinelli, 9, said 
he enjoyed setting up the game. 


“We had a lot of fun coloring the board and 
coming up with the questions,” said Rondi- 
nelli. 


From left, Matthew Stickles, 9, Allison Boucher, 9, Christopher Rondinelli, 
9, Jacob Barber, 10, Aidan Noftall, 9, and Harry Lunden, 10, represent the 
Agawam Engineers team. The group stands in front of their science proj- 
ect for the FIRST Lego League competition held last Saturday at Agawam 


Junior High School. 


., ee 
> > . 


Lego robots try to negotiate various obstacles or tasks on the course. 


How OPE 


B’Shara’s' 
HOMESTYLE RESTAURANT & DELI 


Gristmill Plaza © 610 College Highway © Southwick, MA 
569-3000 © Fax 569-3001 


DELI 
PLATTERS 
AVAILABLE 


Boars Head 


Deli Meats by the pound 


Fish & Chips 


(Friday only $12. 95) 
Soups & Salads 


Panninis 


BSharas 


ve CATERING 


aa 


Daily Specials 
Homemade Meals 


email: bsharascatering@yahoo.com 


BLUE PLATE 
SPECIAL 


Served Daily 
Fried Chicken, 
with Two Sides 

& a Salad 


$9.95 


Mon.-Sat. 10:30am-8:00pm ¢ Closed Sun. 


www.bsharas.com 
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By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications 
Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - They have an ag- 
gressive group of players, but inex- 
perience and a lack of proven scor- 
ers have hurt Agawam in their first 
two games of the regular season. 

On Monday night, the Brown- 
ies were unable to overcome a 
15-point deficit early in the game, 
and Westfield left Agawam with a 
62-49 victory. 

The loss dropped Agawam to 
0-2 for the regular season. 

Agawam had a difficult time 
getting going early in the game, 
and also found themselves in foul 
trouble throughout the first half. 
Agawam continued to try and stay 
in the game, but Westfield shot 
much better, and built a 30-16 lead 
with time waning in the first half. 

Agawam was able to get a 
couple of baskets back, but were 
limited to just eight points and fell 
behind 33-21 at halftime. 

The Brownies were able to score 
a little bit more during the second 
half, but Westfield came out strong 
in the third quarter to keep their 
distance from the Brownies. The 
Bombers did fall off a bit in the 
fourth quarter, but had a 19-point 


@turleysports 
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lead entering the final period. 

For Agawam, Meesha Ohradka 
led the team with 19 points. Joe 
Moccio had 11 points. 

While coach Dave Federico 
works with several new players 
in his lineup, he did have the op- 
portunity to play several players in 
the game. Of those that got into the 
game, nine ended up registering 
points for the Brownies. 

Last Friday night, the Brownies 
opened the regular season with a 
loss at Commerce, falling behind 
in the second quarter and not re- 
covering as they were defeated 
59-42. 

The two teams were in a dead 
heat early in the game, and the 
Brownies tied the score 13-13. 

But Commerce pulled away by 
doubling up Agawam in the sec- 
ond 20-10, leading to a 33-23 half- 
time lead. 

Agawam was limited to 19 sec- 
ond half points, putting more dis- 
tance between them and the Red 
Raiders. 

Alex Sours had a good game for 
the Brownies, scoring 11 points to 
lead the team. Ohradka had eight 
points and Sean Moore and Moc- 
cio added five points each. 

The Brownies were scheduled to 


See BOYS, page 13 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Nick Destefano moves the ball up the court. 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Alli Wheeler takes a look at the basket. 
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Samantha Stratton takes a 
foul shot. 


Agawam holds off Amherst charge 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications 
Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The Agawam girls 
basketball team overcame a late 
push from visiting Amherst, and 
for the second straight year, the 
Brownies opened the regular sea- 
son with a win over the Hurricanes 
52-50 last Friday night at Agawam 
High School. 

Christie Mirski and Meghan 
D’Amours both had _ excellent 
games for the Brownies, and sev- 
en different players contributed 
points as the Brownies seek to re- 
establish their offense this season. 

Amherst was trailing by seven 
heading into the final quarter, 
and made up five of those points 


near the end. They outscored the 
Brownies in the final quarter, but 
Agawam made a couple of key 
shots when they needed them to 
take the victory. 

Agawam struggled a bit from 
the free throw line, with only 
D’Amours hitting four shots, but 
her good shooting and Mirski’s 
scoring would account for more 
than 60 percent of Agawam’s 
points in the game. 

Mirski got Agawam’s season off 
to a good start with a long 3-point- 
er. She was followed by short shot 
by Becca Uschmann to make it 
5-0. Alli Wheeler would then make 
a steal on the far left side and con- 
nected with D’Amours for a long 
jumper to make it 7-0. 

Up 11-1, Amherst started to 


push back a bit, slowly making 
their way up and building to a 19- 
12 deficit at the end of the first 
quarter. Bianca Culhane nailed a 
layup at the buzzer for Agawam. 

Samantha Stratton would hit 
a long jumper to start the sec- 
ond quarter, giving Agawam a 
21-12 lead. She was followed by 
D’Amours with a score with 6:30 
left in the second quarter. 

But Amherst would make a 
comeback from there, closing to 
within five points 23-18 with 5:01 
left. Jess Lingenberg would nail a 
free throw to make it 24-18 and 
then followed with a 15-footer to 
make it 26-18. 

Amherst would go on a run after 
that and hit a 3-pointer late in the 


See GIRLS, page 13 


Agawam offense in 
high gear to open year 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications 
Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM —- The Agawam 
hockey team has had a wildly of- 
fensive start to their regular season, 
with two games and 13 goals in the 
early part of the regular season. 

The Brownies picked up a win 
and a tie in those two games, 
fighting to a slugfest draw against 
Longmeadow with a 6-6 tie last 
Saturday and opening the season 
with a 7-1 victory over rival West 
Springfield. 

The Brownies had the lead head- 
ing into the waning seconds of 


the game against Longmeadow at 
Olympia Ice Center, but Michael 
Tabb nailed a late tally to take the 
game for Agawam. 

Tabb scored the goal with a little 
more than 2:00 left and a 6-5 lead 
for Agawam, Tabb moved the puck 
to Matt Pierson and then took the 
puck himself and scored against 
sophomore goalie Nick Askins to 
get the draw. 

The goal had come after the 
teams were deadlocked 5-5 and 
Chris Breault came up with a goal 
with 6:24 left in the game. 

The two teams tried to put dis- 
tance between one another, but 


See HOCKEY, page 15 


Brownies track off 
to solid start 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications 
Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM —- The Agawam 
boys and girls indoor track teams 
got their season off to a good start 
with their first meet of the year last 
Friday night at Smith College in 
Northampton. 

The girls picked up a split of 
their tri-meet held in the afternoon 
as they defeated Central High 
School, but lost to East Long- 
meadow. 

The Brownies edged out Central 
46-45, but the Spartans upended 


Agawam 75-23. 

Coach Dan Pryce said he tried 
several different competitors in 
different events last Friday, but he 
is not sure who will be starting in 
each event on a regular basis. 

“Tt is still a little bit early to tell,” 
said Pryce. 

But there are some returning 
competitors that will have a chance 
to compete for the sectional and 
state meets in their respective 
events. 

On the girls side, Caroline 
Hitchcock is a high jumper and 
long jumper. Pryce believes she 


See TRACK, page 13 
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second to close the gap to 27-25 with 1:05 
left. 
Wheeler would get a 3-pointer with about 
20 seconds left to make it 30-25 at halftime. 
In the second half, Agawam continued to 
keep their distance, but Amherst was able to 
nip away. D’ Amours had a huge third quar- 
ter along with Mirski to help Agawam end 
the quarter with a 45-38 lead. 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


Despite some shooting struggles, Aga- 
wam would hold on to start the season out 
with a 1-0 record. 

Agawam got 16 points from Mirski and 
14 points from D’Amours. Wheeler added 
seven and Uschmann had six. 

The Brownies took on Longmeadow earli- 
er this week and will face Chicopee at home 
Friday at 7 p.m. 


Meghan D’Amours sets for a long jump shot. 


BOYS, from page 12 


face the Sci-Tech Wednesday night. 

Tonight, Agawam is scheduled to partici- 
pate in an exhibition game against an alumni 
team in the Brian Litz Memorial Scholarship 
Game. The game is scheduled to take place 
at 6 p.m. at Agawam High School. It is the 
eight straight year for the game. 


Agawam will then have some down time 
for the holidays and will not be back in ac- 
tion until Dec. 27 when they participate in 
the Connecticut Valley Classic with Chi- 
copee, Chicopee Comprehensive, and Long- 
meadow. Agawam’s first opponent is Comp 
on Dec. 27 at 8 p.m. The tournament will be 
held at Comp this year. 
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Joe Moccio looks around for an open teammate. 
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will be an impact performer in each event. Another is Alli 
Stuetzel, who will compete in the 1000-meter run. 

Sabrina Christie is a contender in the shot put. Pryce says 
she has the ability to be a surprise performer. He said the 
same for Katie Martin, who runs the 55-meter dash. 

On the boys side, the Brownies also started off the season 
with a 1-1 record. They had the opposite results of the girls 
teams, as they defeated East Longmeadow, but lost to Cen- 


tral. 


Their win, like the girls, was a close win, as they edged 
out the Spartans 45-43. Central boys were dominant with a 


51-37 victory. 


On the boys team, Pryce is looking at Mike Reed to score 
points for the Brownies in the shot put event. Another key 
competitor is Cam Czerpak, who takes part in the 1000-me- 


ter race among his events. 


Jason Carleton, Troy Gallerani, and Dalton Drummond 
are also candidates to score a lot of points. All three are com- 
ing off excellent fall seasons in football and soccer. 

Pryce said the preseason went well for both teams, but is 
looking for the team to build depth and experience if they are 


going to contend for a championship. 


“Our depth is our weakness,” said Pryce. “But we have a 


strong work ethic.” 


The Brownies will be back at Smith College for a rare 
Thursday meet, taking on Longmeadow at 6:45 p.m. The 
Brownies are then off from meet action until Jan. 9, when 


they face Minnechaug. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspondent for Turley 
Publications. He can be reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 
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FOR A GREAT SEASON 
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WEST SPRINGFIELD - The Agawam offensive linemen pose for a 
group photo on the field after beating West Springfield on Thanksgiv- 


ing morning. 


The Agawam seniors get together for a group photo. 


COLLEGE NOTES 


Monahan named MASCAC 
Athlete of the Week 

WESTFIELD - Westfield State student- 
athlete Ashley Monahan, an Agawam gradu- 
ate, was named Massachusetts State Col- 
legiate Athletic Conference Athlete of the 
Week in track in field for the last week of 
2014. 

Monahan, a sophomore specializing in 
middle distance, came in fourth in the 800 
meters at Northeastern University with a 


Winter brochure 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Parks 
& Recreation winter brochure is now 
available online at agawam.ma.us. 


time of 2 minutes, 24.18 seconds. She is cur- 
rently ranked 15th on the Division 3 perfor- 
mance list. 


Kalaitzidis takes third at Invitational 
SPRINGFIELD - WPI men’s indoor track 
and field runner and Agawam resident Nikos 
Kalaitzidis delivered a third-place finish in 
the 800-meter run with a time of 2 minutes, 
4.11 seconds on Saturday, Dec. 6 at the 
Springfield Invitational. 


program available 


Information about January regis- 
trations for dances and lacrosse can 
be found in the winter brochure. 


www.vfauto.com 


413-789-2181 


nc 443 Springfield Street, Agawam, MA 


WARRANTY 
3 Years / 36,000 Mile 


Monday - Friday: 7:30AM TO 5PM 


Saturday: 7:30AM TO 12PM 
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Auto Repair 


www.vfauto.com 
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The Anchor House Restaurant — offers both catering 
services and banquet facilities. At their lakeside 
restaurant they offer indoor and outdoor venues that 
are perfect for social or business events. The outdoor 
space has picturesque views of the lake, a gazebo 
and room for tents on the lawn or indoors in the 
private banquet room which seats up to 80 people. 
Combine both spaces to accommodate up to 160 
people. Wilbraham, MA. Contact Alex or Marissa at 
413-596-3055. www.anchorhouserestaurant.com 


Bluebonnet Banquet Facility — Minutes from downtown 
Northampton. Wedding receptions, rehearsal dinners, 
bridal showers & more. Complete wedding receptions 
starting at $22.50 per plate. Up to 180 guests, full bar 
& dance floor. 324 King Street, Northampton, MA. 
Call Jim 413-584-3333 or email jasrgreco@aol.com. 


Look Park Garden House — Gazebo, Pine Theater and 
Sanctuary for wedding receptions and ceremonies, 
meetings, banquets and events for up to 170 people. 
300 North Main Street, Rt. 9, Florence, MA. 413- 
584-2220. www.lookpark.org. 


Magie Wings Butterfly e Conservatory Gardens — 
You and your guests will be surrounded by 4,000 
beautiful butterflies in a tropical setting anytime of 
the year! Accommodations for up to 100 for your 
ceremony and reception. All inclusive wedding 
packages available. We also host pre-wedding and 
rehearsal dinner parties. 281 Greenfield Road, Scenic 
Routes 5 & 10, South Deerfield, MA. 413-665-2805. 


www.magicwings.com. 


Brunelle's Marina — Come get married by the water of 
the scenic Connecticut River at our unique, beautiful 
location. Then enjoy a river boat cruise on the “Lady 
Bea.” The all new Dockside Restaurant & Banquest 
Facility can host your dream day and make the 
memories you're looking for last a lifetime. Custom event 
packages are available. Casual or formal and everything 
in between. South Hadley, MA. For bookings call 413- 


536-2342 or visit us online at www. brunelles.com. 


Publick House Historic Inn e? Country Lodge — Has 
been creating picturesque New England weddings 
for over 230 years. Visit www.publickhouse.com or 


call 508-347-3313. 


Sheraton Springfield — One Monarch Place. Your 
Weekend Wedding Destination; rehearsal dinner, 
wedding and post nuptial brunch all in the comfort 
of one location. Newly renovated, atrium style 
hotel with ballroom seating for up to 500 guests. 
Complimentary room for the Bride & Groom, 
Rolls Royce, Centerpieces and Parking included 
in all packages. Contact Samantha, your personal 
wedding consultant at 413-263-2117 or srivera@ 
sheratonspringfield.com to set up your tour today! 


Villa Rove — 1428 Center Street, Ludlow. 413-547- 
6667. Banquet facilities for parties large and small up 
to 200 people. Showers, receptions, graduations and 
more. Catering available for up to 1,000 people. 


Union Station — Northampton’s Union Station was 
designed by American architect H. H. Richardson in 
1886. This historic train depot has been extensively 
renovated to contain one of the most elegant and 
unique banquet facilities in all of New England. 
The Grand Ballroom at Union Station. www. 
unionstationbanquets.com. 


The Wherehouse? — Located downtown in historic 
Holyoke. The most unusual & interesting banquet 
function facility you've ever seen! Call today for your 
appointment, 413-534-3039. www.the-wherehouse.com. 


Atkins Farms Country Market — For over 20 years, 
our cakes have been made from scratch, and we use 
only the highest quality ingredients. Decorated with 
beautifully hand crafted frosting flowers and topped 
with probably the best butter cream icing you'll taste 
anywhere. Our cake has had rave reviews from our 
customers from all around the Pioneer Valley where 
we are also well renowned for our quality baked 
goods. 253-9528. www.atkinsfarms.com. 


UMavss Catering — Premier caterer serving the 
Pioneer Valley with beautiful views in the heart of 
the UMass Amherst Campus. 413-577-1234. www. 


umass.edu/catering. 
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White Church — Get marries in an historic landmark on 
a Blandford hilltop with views. Available for Summer 
dates. Seats 300. Non-denominational. Bring your own 


officiant. 413-848-0108. www.thewhitechurch.org. 


Atkins Farms Country Market — Atkins Flower 
Shop is managed by three full-time experienced 
floral designers to assist you in planning the wedding 
of your dreams. You can be assured of receiving 
the excellent service and quality products from the 
floral department that you have come to expect from 
Atkins. Their work is beautiful and expertly done 
and offered to you at prices that are surprisingly 
reasonable. 253-9528. www.atkinsfarms.com. 


Sixteen Acres Garden Center — The Floral Shop at 
Sixteen Acres Garden Center has been servicing 
Springfield for over 50 years. Our professional staff 
members aim to provide a service that is unique 
and tailored to suit individual needs. We provide a 
complete, high quality range at competitive prices. 
The Floral Shop at Sixteen Acres Garden Center 
offer flowers that are fresh daily and take great 
pride in our work. We have arrangements for all 
different occasions and for different budgets. For 
a professional and experienced service please don't 
hesitate to contact us at 413-783-5883. Located 
at 1359 Wilbraham Road, Springfield, MA. 


www. l6acresgardencenter.com. 


Luminous Glow — Look your best on your wedding day 
with the all natural glow you receive from the ultimate 
organic tan. Luminous Glow offers the best airbrush 
tanning products available. Call for an appointment 
413-525-7500. Visit us online at luminousglow.net. 
143E Shaker Road, E. Longmeadow, MA 01028. 


Silverscape Designs — was founded by Denis 
Perlman over 30 years ago and is noted for its 
commitment to showcasing the work of the finest in 
American handcrafted jewelry & gifts. Silverscape 
also specializes in custom designs for that perfect 
piece of jewelry. Silverscape Designs is located 
at One King Street in Northampton, MA. www. 
silverscapedesigns.com. 


Stevens Jewelers e? Diamond Gallery — A family 
operated company with wholesale and retail 
operations. Buying gold, silver and diamonds, 
jewelry & watch repair, custom design & remounts. 
Personalized engraving, appraisals. Visit us at our 
NEW location 1501 Elm Street, West Springfield, 
MA. 413-731-9800. 


StarView Event Essentials — Brilliant Photo Booths 
& Event Essentials for any occasion! Making great 
memories with a completely customizable experi- 
ence! Visit us at www.starviewevents.com or contact 


us at 413-687-5472. 


Aim Images — Capturing your most important 
moments one frame at a time. Aiming to please every 
budget. Engagements, Weddings, Maternity, Family. 
Visit www.aimimages.weebly.com or facebook at 


AimImagesPhotos. Call 413-230-4018 to book your 


session today. 


Karen Geaghan Photography — My \ife, my passion, 
my love! Specializing in Life Cycle Photography: 
Weddings, Maternity, Newborn, Children & 
Families. Doing small things with great love because 
in the end I believe it's the little things that count 
the most. Clients become family! Visit me at www. 
karengeaghanphotos.com or call 413-596-2227 or 
537-3001. I would LOVE to hear from you! 


Michael’s Party Rentals — Showers, ceremonies, 
rehearsal dinners, receptions. Tents for 10-500. 
Tables, chairs, dance floors, linens, tent lighting, 
events, graduations, bbq’s. Call 413-583-3123 or visit 


us on the web at www.michaelspartyrentals.com. 


Taylor Rental East Longmeadow — Family owned 
since 1970. We have a diverse selection of party 
rental items to cover all of your party & event needs. 
We offer full service, delivery & set up. 87 Shaker 
Road, East Longmeadow, MA. Call 413-525-2576 or 


visit www. TaylorEastLongmeadow.com. 
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DD LUEEMLOMULGLUCaS OAL@@aee Christmas a ‘blue’ season for many 


Ayre, Anthony A. McDonnell, Patrick A. Agawam 
Died Dec. 19, 2014 Died Dec. 14, 2014 Advertiser 
Private Burial Funeral Dec. 18, 2014 News Obituary 
Colonial Forastiere Agawam Curran-Jones Policy 


Funeral Home 
Agawam 


Solaroli, Helen I. 

Died Dec. 10, 2014 
Funeral Dec. 16, 2014 
Agawam Funeral Home 


Cancelliere, Joseph A. 
Died Dec. 11, 2014 
Funeral Dec. 16, 2014 
Chapman Cole & Glea- 
son Funeral Home 
Falmouth 


Donoghue, David B. 
Died Dec. 9, 2014 
Funeral Dec. 13, 2014 
Agawam Curran-Jones 
Funeral Home 


Family 


Agawam 


Goodreau, Diane M. 
Died Dec. 6, 2014 
Private Services 
Agawam Curran-Jones 
Funeral Home 


Funeral Home 


Swanson, Barbara H. 
Died Dec. 13, 2014 
Funeral Dec. 18, 2014 
Colonial Forastiere 


Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services 


Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 
The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$50, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted 
through a funeral 
home to: 
obits@turley.com. 


Exceptions will be 
made only when the 
family provides a death 
certificate and must be 
pre-paid. 


Hanukkah party is Dec. 21 


WESTFIELD — Congregation Ahavas 
Achim will host a Hanukkah party Sunday, 
Dec. 21, at 4 p.m. at the Second Congrega- 
tional Church, 487 Western Ave., Westfield, 
adjacent to Westfield State University. 

There will be latkes, songs, storytelling 
and a potluck dairy dinner. Rabbi Joyce 
Galaski will lead the prayers and songs. 


Attendees should bring their friends and 
family, along with a menorah and candles 
for a community lighting of the holiday can- 
dles. Also, bring a nonperishable item to be 
donated to the Westfield Open Pantry. 

The cost is $5 for individuals and $10 for 
families. To register, call Shelley at 413-569- 
1402 or email whelley2 @comcast.net. 


HOCKEY, from page 12 
neither team was ever up by more than one 
goal as they went tit-for-tat. 

Agawam did strike first, with Seamus 
Curran, a senior, grabbing a tally seven min- 
utes into the game for a 1-0. From there, the 
tug-of-war ensued between the two teams. 

Anthony Passerini also scored a goal for 
the Brownies, and Chris Breault and Joe 
Mercadante both came up with two goals 
each. 

Askins, who is looking to establish him- 
self as the goalie of the future for the Brown- 
ies, picked up the tie, allowing six goals and 
made 15 saves. 

Askins had a much better game in the 
opening matchup of the season last Thurs- 
day night against West Springfield. 

He made eight saves in nine chances as 
the Brownies trounced the Terriers in their 
opening action of the season. 

Curran had a huge matchup in his first 


game of his senior season. Curran, who is 
obligated to play baseball at the University 
of Rhode Island next year, still has one more 
season in skates and came up with four goals 
and an assist. Zach Circosta, Zach Housman, 
and Elijah Bard also came up with goals for 
the Brownies. 

Their defense was excellent and kept the 
Terriers away from the goal for the majority 
of the 45:00. 

Agawam received points from 10 differ- 
ent players, which speaks of the depth they 
continue to build. 

Agawam was in action on Tuesday night 
against Minnechaug. They will have an inde- 
pendent matchup Friday against Wachonah 
at 5 p.m. and then face East Longmeadow at 
4 p.m. Saturday at Olympia Ice Center. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon- 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 


For those who are feeling lost, have lost 
a loved one have no one or those who are 
missing someone, the Christmas season 
can be a depressing or challenging time. In 
recognition of those who are feeling “blue” 
for whatever reason, St. David’s Episcopal 
Church is hosting a “Blue Christmas” ser- 
vice on Saturday, Dec. 20, at | p.m. 

This special service will be held at the 
church at 699 Springfield St., Feeding Hills, 
next to the Agawam Police Station. As part 


of the service, participants will have an op- 
portunity to write the names of people they 
miss or whatever is making them feel “blue” 
(in total confidentiality, if they wish) on pa- 
per ornaments to dedicate the ornaments at 
the altar and then hang them on a tree. 

According to Fr. Harvey Hill, the rector 
of St. David’s, the service should last a little 
under one hour and, as always, everyone is 
welcome. 


Teen Challenge choir to perform at Bethany 


Bethany Assembly of God, 580 Main St., 
Agawam, celebrates hope, new life, new fu- 
ture and new purpose as its hosts the Teen 
Challenge Brockton Men’s Choir on Sun- 
day, Dec. 28, at the 9 a.m., 10:45 a.m. and 
6 p.m. services. The public is invited to this 
free event. For more information, call 413- 
789-2930. 

For almost 50 years, Teen Challenge 
Brockton has reached, rescued and restored 
young people and at-risk youth from the grip 
of drug and alcohol addiction by the power 
of Jesus Christ. This proven effective, faith- 
based recovery program empowers real and 
lasting life transformation for addicted men 
8 years and older through spiritual, academ- 
ic and vocational training. 

Teen Challenge Brockton is one of two 
historic Teen Challenge campuses serving 
Massachusetts. Located in Plymouth Coun- 
ty, it stands as a refuge for drug and alcohol 


Follow us on 


addicted youth who participate in the struc- 
tured, long-term residential recovery pro- 
gram offered here. 

Teen Challenge Brockton is a dynamic 
part of Teen Challenge New England and 
New Jersey, one of the oldest, largest and 
most successful drug recovery programs of 
its kind in the world. Teen Challenge New 
England and New Jersey serves individuals 
and families in six New England states and 
New Jersey by providing Christian faith- 
based residential recovery homes for more 
than 400 adults, and outreach and drug pre- 
vention programs to children and youth in 
area schools and local communities. 

Teen Challenge Brockton is privately 
funded and is supported by the generous 
gifts of individuals, churches, businesses 
and foundations. For more information 
about the program, call 508-586-1494 or 
email admissions @tcbrockton.org. 


facebook 


www.facebook.com/AgawamAdvertiserNews 
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P Sacred Heart Parish 
6 1103 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 0° 
e Rectory/Office 413-786-8200 ° 


CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
6 Christmas Vigil Masses: 4:00 PM and 5:30 PM 6 


Solemn Sung Christmas Mass at Night 
with Organ, Choir, Trumpet, Flute, Violin, 


% 6 Timpani & Piano will be at 10 PM ° 
‘ Christmas Day Mass: 10 AM < 
@ Solemnity of Mary Mother of God (New Year’s Evening): 6 
6 4 PM on Wednesday, December 31st and on () 
ud Thursday, New Year's Day, January 1st at 10 AM : 

A You are most welcome to join us this \ 
6 Christmas Season to celebrate 6 
> the birth of the Prince of Peace. 4 
6 C) , 6. 6 6.6 ? 6 6 
6 66 66 06 Oe : cy.) 66 Ci.) 


CLUES ACROSS 
1. Cuts off a branch 
5. 13th Hebrew letter 
8. “Hair” producer 
Joseph 
12. Giratfa 
camelopardalis 
14. Indicates near 
15. Capital of Samoa 
16. Roving 
adventurously 
18. Help 
19. Deafening noises 
20. Spanish 
neighborhood 
21. Portable computer 
screen material 
22. 20th Hebrew letter 
23. “Blue Bloods” 
lead actor 
26. Scholarly 
30. Raleigh NC river 
31. Alongside each 
other 
32. Electronics 
Support Module 


33. Dogma 
34. New Deal 


64. Daze 


statesman Harold CLUES DOWN 


39. A corporation’s 
first stock offer 

42. Slender tower with 
balconies 

44. Young eel 

46. Deviation from the 
normal 

47. CBS police drama 

49. Cliff 

50. Resting place 

51. Island in Venice 

56. 1981-82 Sec. of 
State 

57. Young man 

58. Skylighted central 
area 

59. Oily skin disorder 

60. East northeast 

61. 1945 Crimean 
conference city 

62. Transfer property 

63. Used to be United 


1. Murderers Leopold 
& __ 

2. Southern veggie 

3. Henry’s 6th wife 

4. Practice fight 

5. Dinners 

6. Hermaphrodite 

7. Centers 

8. Fathers (Spanish) 

9. For each one 

10. SW Belarus city 

11. Australian slang 
for a kiss 

13. Ability to begin 

17. Short whistle 
blasts 

24. Were introduced 

25. Glowing quality 

26. Ingest 

27. Relative biological 
effectiveness 

28. Footed vase 

29. River in NE 


Answers on page 6 


Scotland 

35. English Univ. 
river 

36. Malaysian 
Isthmus 

37. Soft-finned fish 

38. Eyelid infection 

40. Fred & Wilma’s 
baby 

41. New _, Louisiana 
city 

42. Tse-tung or 
Zedong 

43. Hindu weather 
god 

44,___ May, actress 

45. Hauled laboriously 

47. One suspender 

48. More peculiar 

49. N. Central African 
country 

52. Macaw genus 

53. Rhythmic swing 
or cadence 

54. Ballerina skirt 

55. Arabian sultanate 
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Classified 


Turley Publications’ Community Marketplace ¢ Wwww.turley.com ¢ Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 


FIREWOOD Want it! NEW ENGLAND ESTATE CUT-YOUR-OWN AND FRESH- 


Fresh cut & split $175.00. ra CUT trees, firs, pines, 4-10’. 
‘ PICKERS ‘in the Old Monson ; 
Seasoned cut & split $250.00 Bowling Alley” We are buying Pages’ Tree Farm (Green 

NEVER GIVE YOUR: 
+ SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 


e e 
All hardwood. EF d t! 7 Diamond Systems), 125 Blue 
*Also have seasoned softwood for In 1 0 ban oF. a ne Bing i Meadow Road, Belchertown (off 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
+ CREDIT CARD NUMBER 
* BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER 


. . f Ware Rd., RT. 9, opposite DPW). 
‘ i e items in for a Free Evaluation aa oe 
Tied Ecce Roe ee Buy it! and/ or Cash Offer!! We. will Sat. 8:30-4:30, Sun. 12 noon-4:30. 

Or any other (413)477-0083. 
personal information 


come to you. Contents of attic, Free coffee, hot chocolate, prizes 
To someone i bd 
meee Sell it! 


basements, entire estates!! for kids. (413)323-4401 or 
you don’t know 
ENERGY AND FOCUS 


Clean sweep service. All Gold (413)218-2932. 
when answenng 
e 
A public service announcement for the holidays! All natural, L t! 
presented by your community paper organic, gluten/GMO free ove I O 


and Silver Items to include; Services 
an advertisement. jewelry, costume and estate 


pcs.,  wrist/pocket watches, 
class ring, etc., broken or not. 


eekRK 


supplements. Contact Natalie - rae ee ee eta 
ANTIQUE AND PERIOD chairs — hithy7.myryte.com or D : Q t! , etc., ( : 
Restored with new woven seats — hithy7@gmail.com or rive 1T hi sets, Sues et ey 
Many styles and weaves available. 413-478-4287 aes a aa, Females a 
Call (413)267-9680. IF YOU USED the blood thinner 


Signs, Military items to include 
Xarelto and _ suffered _ internal 


READ IT!!! 


Daggers, Swords, Bayonets, A CALL WE HAUL 


Auctions bleeding, hemorrhaging, required guns, medals, _uniforms, WE TAKE IT ALL 
hospitalization or a loved one died helmets etc. Old toys, train WE LOAD IT ALL 
TINY HOUSE AUCTION, Vermont ae Xarelto between Fie sets, dolls, metal trucks, old Lowest Rates, 
tA and the present time, you may be ames, model car kits from the accumulati junk, estat 
ost & beam sheds. Livestock ‘ : W g , umulations, junk, estates, 
Ee iee & firewood storage. entitled to compensation. Call 1S eekly Ne W Spapers 60s, old bicycles, attics, garages, appliances, 
Januianye22,.2015° Absolute na. - .tOMey “Charies: Bt Johnson a motorcycles, pedal cars, basements, demo services 
reserve Bid online. (802)297-3760 cede te Serving Matchbox, action figures, Pre- 10% disc. with this ad. 
www.JamaicaCottageShop.com H 1970’s Baseball cards, comic All Major CC's 
. 3 Miscellaneous books, etc.! Old picture frames, CALL NOW (413)531-1936 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, SO Local Communitieg prints and oil paintings, old WWW.ACALLWEHAUL.COM 


service or business to 1.7 million fishing equipment, lures, tackle 
households throughout New boxes! Post Card albums, old 


England. Reach 4 million potential coke machines, pinball, juke 


readers quickly and inexpensively Wanted suey aoe cane sd raat 


Antiques 


EASY STREET ANTIQUES. 
Buying one item or entire estates. 
Buying antique & _ vintage 
glassware, pottery, Hummels, 
jewelry, coins, watches, military, 
toys, Legos, hunting, fishing, 


AB Hauling and 


with great results. Use the Buy ‘ : i Removal Service 
New England Classified Ad types, banjos, horns, HE 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, WANTED ANTIQUES & 


classifieds@turley.com. Do they COLLECTIBLES Furniture, 


accordions, etc. Old cameras, 
microscopes, telescopes, etc. #4 & B HOUSEHOLD 


eh aA SAA books, ork? You are faading oneal Our Advertising signs, Toys, Dolls, es Just like on TW. We buy all REMOVAL SERVICE****** 
: ae y. ads now!! Visit our website to see Trains Crocks & Jugs, Musical Hi things seen on “Pickers” and Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, 
www.ezstreetantiques.com Instruments, Sterling Silver & 4 the “Pawn Shop” shows!! Call ‘ 
or (413)626-8603 where your ads run ‘Ss, Sy2 5 , é yard debris. Barns, sheds, 
: communitypapersne.com Gold, Coins, Jewelry, Books, He ih or Bring your items in to our demolished. Swimming pools 


Primitives, Vintage Clothing, 4,500 square foot store!! 64 


Firewood Wanted Military items, Old Lamps. 


WALL RED & WHITE OAK'!!!! OLD CARPENTER TOOLS 
Seasoned, over a cord wanted. Planes, chisels, saws, 
guaranteed. Cut, split, prompt levels, etc. Call Ken 413-433- 
delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 2195. Keep your vintage tools 
(413)348-4326. working and get MONEY. 


: 7 removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
Main Street, Monson (“The fees and we do all the work. 


Old Bowling Alley”) We are Lowest rates. Fully insured. 


your Estate Specialists!! Over 413)267-3353, cell (413)222- 
30 yrs. in the Antique Business! ee : ei) 


Prompt Courteous Service! : 
Open Daily 10:00- 5:00 Sun. 90 YEAR OLD company offering 


12:00- 5:00 (413)267-3729. free in-home water testing. Call 
Eric 413-244-8139 


Reaching our online readers and homes in 


50 local communities every week. 
Our publications h ac t 


Anything old. Contents of attics, 
barns and homes. One item or 
complete estate. Call (413)267- 
3786 or (413)539-1472 Ask for 
Frank. WE PAY FAIR 
PRICES!!! 
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Turley Publicati 


*** A A CALL — HAUL IT ALL*** 
Bulk trash removal, cleanouts, 
10% discount with this ad. Free 
Est. (413)596-7286 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A & M TUNE-UPS 


Push lawnmowers, riding mowers 
and small engine repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS. 
Cleanings, inspections, repairs, 
caps, liners, waterproofing, 


rebuilds. Gutterbrush Installations. 
Local family owned since 1986. 
HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500. 


BILODEAU AND SON Roofing. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs 
and repairs. Gutter cleanings and 
repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 
(413)967-6679. 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 
refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20 + 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)267-9680 for estimate. 


CHIMNEY SERVICES: CLEAN- 
INGS, caps, dampers, repairs 
including masonry and liners. The 
best for less!!! Worcester to 
Pittsfield. 
www.expresschimney.com 
413-650-0126, 508-245-1501 


HOME THEATER, AV Tech. 
(Cert. ISF/HAA). The only Cert. 
Installers in this area. Put in 
theater for you or install a Plasma 
the right way. Sales, service. 413- 
374-8000, 413-374-8300. 
www.a-v-tech.com 


ns’ Communi 


Colonial Carpentry Innovations, Inc. 
Design ey Build Team 


“New World Technology with Old World Quality” 
www.colonialinnovation.com 


Kitchens * Baths * Doors + Additions 
Renovations ¢ Custom Designs » New Homes 


Lifetime Warranty on Craftsmanship 


Bob (413) 374-6175 
lic. &ins, OF Jen (413) 244-5112 


DRYWALL AND _ CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


FREE PICK-UP ANY metal 
household items, appliances, 
pools, mowers, auto parts, yard 
furniture, grills, fencing, boilers. 
Call (860)970-4787. 


HANDYMAN, TILE, carpentry, 
sheet rock, repairs, decks, window 
and door replacement, painting, 
staining. Call Gil. Free estimates. 
Licensed, insured (413)323-0923. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. References. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- 
355-6864. 


SUFFOLK TILE CO. Custom 
designed bath & kitchen. Ceramic, 
marble & vinyl installation. Free 
estimates. Call (508)815-9048 


SUNRISE HOME REPAIRS 
accepting new — snowblowing 
customers- Allen St. & Stony Hill 
Rd, Hampden, also after storm/ 
tree cleanups. (413)883-9033. 


Marketplace 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


Services Services Services 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
carriages, surreys, wagons, dr’s 
buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Some furniture and 
other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 
(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 

Demers & Sons 

Belchertown, MA 


Appliances 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SERV- 
ICE. Servicing all makes and 
models of washers, dryers, 
refrigerators, stoves, dishwashers, 
air conitioners. Also dryer vent 
cleaning. (413)536-0034. 


Child Services 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 
home. 


Computer Services 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 
frustrating or frightening. I'll come 
to you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, 
set-up, tutoring. Other electronics 
too. Call Monique (413)237-1035. 


Electrician 


BILL CAMERLIN. ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, 
dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates. E280333. 
24 hour emergency — service. 
(413)427-5862. 


+ www.turley.com + 


Electrician 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs 
deicing cables. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Scott Winters 
electrician Lic. #13514-B Call 
(413)244-7096. 


ELECTRICAL WORK. NO job too 


large/ small. Residential/ 
Commercial. 33+ years 
experience. Senior Discounts. 


Free estimates. Insured. #31521E. 
Chris (413)575-0338. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
#E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
Discounts. Insured. 40 years 


experience. No job too small. Cell 
(413)330-3682. 


Heating & Air Cond. 


HEATING- AFFORDABLE, 
PROFESSIONAL repair & service 
on all brands, gas furnace, heat 
pump & mini split systems. Tony’s 
Heating & Cooling Service 
(413)221-7073 


Home Improvement 


ACO 
MASONRY, HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, flat 
work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Power Washing 
License & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam 413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell CS Lic. 
#97110, HIC Lic #162905 
CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. References. 
Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


Classifieds 


Call us toll free at 


Home Improvement 


CARPETING AND FLOORING 
installed within 48 hours at 
competitive prices, by the 
country’s leading installer, Empire 
Today. Call Muir, Authorized 
Representative for free in-home 
quote (413)478-0990. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home 
improvement needs. ROOFING, 
SIDING, WINDOWS, DOORS, 
DECKS & GUTTERS. Extensive 
references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413- 
569-3733 


GUTTER CLEANING, SNOW 
removal and interior painting. Call 
Carl at (413)221-2113 for free 
estimate. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING. Kitchens, _ baths. 
Ceramic tile, windows, painting, 
wallpapering, textured ceilings, 
siding, additions. Insurance work. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 413- 
246-2783 Ron. Member of the 
Home Builders Association of MA. 


WATER DAMAGE 
-CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 


FOR REPAIRS 
Complete Drywall Service. 
Finishing, Painting, Ceilings 


(Smooth or Textured). 38 years 
experience. Fully insured 


Instruction 


GC/BUILDER’S LICENSE 
COURSE * * Register by January 
2nd Class begins January 5th-8th 
for Ludlow, Worcester, Pittsfield, 
Northampton, Greenfield * * Call 
CCI 1-888-833-5207 or 
www.statecertification.com 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
A &BCDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, Ma (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


S Fill Out and Mail This Money Maker $ 


3 
Base Price | 22 
24.50 
Base Price 
26.50 


Base Price 
28.50 


Base Price 
30.50 


Base Price 
32.50 


1 20 Base Price 
24.00 
24 


Base Price 


19 
Base Price| 23 
25.00 


Base Price 
27.00 


Base Price 
29.00 


Base Price 
31.00 


Base Price 
33.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 


Base Price 


Base Price 


Base Price 


25.50 26.00 


Base Price 


27.50 28.00 


Base Price 


29.50 30.00 


Base Price 


31.50 32.00 


Base Price 


33.50 34.00 


Run my ad in the following Zones(s): 


NAME 


QUABBIN) (SUBURBAN 
Q) 


PHONE 


ADDRESS 


TOWN 


STATE 


ZIP 


THE DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT NOON 
Send to Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069. 


Must include check. 


Or call 413-283-7084 to place your ad. 


Circulation: 50,500 


Quabbin Village Hills 


Suburban Residential 
Circulation: 59,000 


Buy the Quabbin hee Hills or the Suburban 


Residential ZONE for 


24.00 for 20 words plus 


50¢ for additional words. Add $5 for a second ZONE. 


First ZONE base price 


includes additional words 


Add a second ZONE 


+ $500 


Subtotal 


x Number of Weeks 


TOTAL enclosed 


Did you remember to check your zone? 
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AAA DEVENO LAND- 
SCAPING*** Fall Clean-ups, 
Shrub trimming, weekly 


maintenance, bobcat service, new 
lawns, new landscaping, brick 
walks and patios. Free estimates. 
Residential/ Commercial 
(413)746-9065. 


HYDROSEEDING AND LAND- 
SCAPE Construction. Retaining 
walls, walkways, patios, erosion 
control, skid steer work, fencing, 
plantings, loam, trenching, etc. 
Free estimates. Medeiros. 
(413)267-4050. 


Plumbing 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& Heating. Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water 
heater installations, steam/HW 
boiler replacement. Kitchen & Bath 
remodeling. 30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10. Gift Card With 
Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505. 


LINC’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Prevent Emergencies Now 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ALL TYPES OF _ ROOFING, 
shingle, flat and slate. Call Local 
Builders (413)626-5296. Complete 
roofing systems and_ repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Lifetime — warranty. 
Senior Discount. 24 hour service. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 25 
years experience. Commercial, 
residential. Insured. Shingles, 
single-ply systems. Tar/ gravel, 
slate repairs. 24 hour Emergency 
Repairs. (413)536-3279, 
(413)348-9568, (413)204-4841. 


Snow Removal 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING 
service, Palmer, Monson, 
Wilbraham, Hampden. Call now 
only a few openings left. (413)519- 
5439. 


ART’S SNOW REMOVAL NOW 
accepting new accounts. On time 
friendly service. Driveways, 
walkways, lots, etc. Fully insured. 
Over 25 yrs experience. Art 
(413)536-0605. 


SNOW PLOWING DRIVEWAYS 
from Belchertown Center to South 
Hadley Center. Average price $40. 
Call Leslie between 4-7 PM 
(413)323-7911. 


SNOW PLOWING SERVICES 
Affordable, reliable and friendly. 
Accepting new customers. 
Residential and Commercial. Fully 
insured and equipped. Call 
George (413)348-4891. 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & TREE 
SERVICE 
Full Service Property Maintenance 
Bobcat & Chipper Service 
Tree, Brush, Shrub, 
Stump Grinding 
55’ Aerial Lift 
Fully Insured 
Competition Doesn't Cut It! 
413-636-5957 


ATEKS TREE- HONEST, quality 
tree service. From pruning to 
house lot clearing. Fully insured. 
Free estimates (413)687-3220. 


Tutoring 


ARE YOU ALLERGIC to algebra? 
Traumatized by  trigonometry?? 
Clueless about calculus??? Then 
maybe you need a math tutor. 
Please call Jeff Kline at (413)583- 
6332 


BE A _ RESPONSIBLE PET 
OWNER - Financially needy? Call 
for assistance to spay/neuter your 
cat/dog. (413)565-5383 
CONCERNED CITIZENS FOR 
ANIMALS. 
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Call us toll free at 


December 18, 2014 


1-800-824-6548 


Help Wanted Real Estate 


oes < rf 
LABRADOR/ TERRIER MIX 1 


year old. Dino is neutered, 
vacinated, vetted, trained. Good 
with cats, kids, and dogs. No 
renters please. Serious inquiries 
only. Home visit and approved 
adoption application required 
before placement. Adoption fee 
$100. Call/ text Dawn (413)887- 
9220. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm tested, 
teeth cleaned 


Make a Fast Friend! 


Greyhound Options Inc. 
Call Mary at 413-566-3129 
or Claire at 413-967-9088 
or go to 
www.greyhoundoptions.org. 


Horses 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of 
the art facility. Beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, sales and leasing also 
available. Convenient location at 
Orion Farm in South Hadley. 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE, Jump, Show! 
Tiny Trotters Program. Great 
Winter Programs. Licensed 
instructors. Excellent — school 
horses- ponies. Boarding, 
Training, Leases. Gift Certificates 
available (860)668-1656, 
(860)668-9990 
www.endofhunt.com 


Help Wanted 


DRIVER, SCHOOL VAN: Holden, 
Barre, and Athol and surrounding 
areas. 4-6 hrs/day, $12.+/hour. 
Call (978)355-2121 after 9:30AM 
for application. Will train. EEO 


FOSTER CARE: YOU can help 
change someone's life. Provide a 
safe home for children and teens 
who have been abused or 
neglected. Call Devereux 
Therapeutic Foster Care at 413- 
734-2493. 


GLENMEADOW AT HOME, a 
home care service for elders, is 
looking for per-diem CNA/PCA's 
who live near Wilbraham to 
service our clients in that area. We 
are hiring for all shifts. Must have 
reliable transportation and a valid 
driver's license. If you are 
interested, please apply to: 
Glenmeadow, 24 Tabor Crossing, 
Longmeadow, MA 01106. Please 
bring a photo ID and the contact 
information of 3 people we may 
contact as references (Supervisors 
preferred). 


PACKAGE STORE CLERK- P/T 
Register experience. Hours vary. 
Some weekend work required. 
21+ only. Please call Carol, leave 
message (413)736-5664. 


OPEN YOUR HEART and your 
home to a child in need. Become a 
foster parent with Massachusetts 
MENTOR! Earn $20,000 per year 
working from home! To get started 
call Nicole Konarski (413)746- 
3768 


Health Care 


INTERNAL MEDICINE PHYSI- 
CIANS Multiple positions available 
in Ludlow, MA for BE/BC (Board 
Eligible or Board Certified) 
internists to provide _ internal 
medicine medical care to patients 
and diagnose and provide non- 
surgical treatment of diseases. 
Willingness to travel to other 
locations in Western 
Massachusetts as needed, 
required. Apply to: Steve leraci, 
Director, Physician Services, 
#P14, Mercy Medical Group, Inc., 
271 Carew St, Springfield, MA 
01104. 


Business Opp. 


LIQUOR STORE FOR sale. 
Established location, 30 yrs. Full 
license, turn key opportunity. Over 
$600K Merchandise, $150K lottery 
in sales. 2,000 sq.ft leased store in 
Westfield. $185K plus inventory 
separate. Call (413)267-0497. 


Real Estate 


FANTASTIC VALUE!! BONDS- 
VILLE Duplex $144,900, 2,400 sq 
ft., beautiful kitchens, some new 
hardwood floors. Vinyl sided. 
Backyard. New Kastle Realty 
(860)558-1077. 


HISTORIC HOME PALMER Live 
“mortgage free” in this vintage 
home by renting out the upstairs! 
Central Palmer location with easy 
access to stores, Post Office, 
churches, etc. Many upgrades. 
Has nice, wraparound porch. Will 
sell “as-is”. Reduced! Now 


$130,000. Call (413)283-4913. 


REAL ESTATE 
ASSOCIATES 
65 MAIN STREET 
WARE, MASS 01082 


967-7353 


Jit A. GRAVEL, BROKER 


See thousands of homes 
for sale 
24 hours a day 
7 days a week at 
www.gravelrealestate.com 


Thinking of selling? 
Call us today for a 
no cost, no obligation 
market value on 
your home! 


FROM OUR HOMES 
TO YOURS 
WISHING YOU 
THE HAPPIEST OF 
HOLIDAYS! 


Evenings call: 


NICOLE FLAMAND 
JAVIER STUART 
LORI FISHER 
CLAUDIO SANTORO 
MERRIE BROWN 
KAYE BOOTHMAN 
JILL GRAVEL 


413-695-2319 
413-627-2700 
617-620-0027 
413-813-8257 
413-668-8190 
413-477-6624 
413-364-7353 


Your Ad 
Could be 
Here!! 


~ 1. 


_— 


TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 
Ware, MA 01082 
www.Century21ToomeyLovett.com 


413-967-6326 
800-486-2121 
West Brookfield: 
508-867-7064 


OUR INVENTORY 
HAS DWINDLED 
LIST NOW PROPER PRICING 
EQUALS FAST SALES 


Call us for an accurate FREE 
market analysis. 
413-967-6326/800-486-2121 


NEW BRAINTREE: 3 BR, 2 BA, 
open dining & living room 
wood/pellet stove on brick hearth. 
3-season room, spacious deck. 
Finished basement, 1 car garage 
$163,000 


NORTH BROOKFIELD: 4 BR 
Colonial on beautifully landscaped 
corner lot, recent updates. Electric 
to 200 amps, lower level in-law 
possibilities. $158,000 


WARE: Handyman Special! New 
roof, plumbing, electric, insulation, 
water heater support beams and 
insulated windows. Sold “As Is.” 
$75,000 


WARREN: Investors take notice, 
Handyman Special! 2 BR, 
spacious rooms, hardwoods, 
screened in porch. Being sold “As 
Is.” $87,900 


WARREN: Young 3 BR, wooded 
country setting, open floor plan, 
fireplaced living room. Close to 
Pike for commuters. $204,000 


Dorrinda 
O’Keefe-Shea 
Glenn Moulton 


978-434-1990 
413-967-5463 


Ruth Vadnais 413-348-8916 
Jill Stolgitis 413-477-8780 
Shalene 

Friedhaber 413-593-6656 
Mary Hicks 508-612-4794 


508-867-2727 
508-341-8934 


Alan Varnum 
Christy Toppin 
Cheryl 
Kaczmarski 
Bruce Martin 


413-348-0518 
508-523-0114 
Joe Chenevert 508-331-9031 

Kathy Hosley 508-596-0209 
Carolyn Bessette 518-618-7188 


Pee apt 


Please ~! 
| Recycle | 


EOE 


, 


Bus Operators 
Public Transit 


Put your CDL to excellent use while building 
a long-term career. FT positions available 
in Springfield area and part-time positions 
in Northampton Area. Must have CDL with 
Passenger Endorsement with no airbrake 


restriction. All positions must be able to work 


evenings and weekends. 


Review detailed 


information at www.pvta.com under Careers/ 
SATCo or VATCo. Upload cover letter and 
resume via our website or mail to: SATCo, 
Attn: HR, 2840 Main Street, Springfield, MA, 


01107. AA/EEO/DF 


= 


Find your dream place or list 
your property here today! 


Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 


www.turley.com 


Real Estate 


Mobile Homes 


BEAUTIFUL MOBILE HOME for 
sale in Blue Bird Acres Mobile 
Home Park. 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Comes with furnace appliances, 
washer dryer & vinyl windows. Buy 
now for $26,999. Great home call 
Don at: 413-784-3946 


WALES, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5 
baths, 14’x70’, 1-3/4 acres, private 
property includes 3 car garage 


with workshop, shed, includes 
snowblower, riding mower 
$85,000. 413-593-9961 


DASAP.MHVILLAGE.COM 


AGAWAM 3 BR duplex, 1.5 bath, 
large kitchen w/ eat-in area, deck, 
full basement, w/d hook-up, gas 
heat, NO PETS $1,200 mo + 
utilities. (413)736-3352. 


AGAWAM- TOWNHOUSE Apt — 
Newly renovated 2 bedrooms, 1- 
1/2 baths, stove, refrigerator, 
dishwasher, basement with 
laundry hook-up. Quiet dead-end 
street, $850.00 monthly, utilities 
not included, sorry no_ pets/ 
smokers. Available immediately, 
first, last, security required. 413- 
364-4716. 


EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 
ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination.” We _ will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 


BELCHERTOWN - 1 MONTH 
FREE, LARGE, MODERN 2 
bedroom apt. on bus route, w/w 
carpeting, large yard, laundry on 
premises, off-street parking in 
plowed lot, appliances. $775/ mo 
(413)323-1119 (413)537-7080 


EAST FOREST PARK - Clean, 
bright 3+ bedrooms. Hardwood 
floors, fireplace. Near colleges and 
highway. $950 + utilities. Inquiries 
to 16RupertSt@gmail.com 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


LUDLOW: 1 PLUS bedroom, 1 
bath, stove and refrigerator, no 
utilities, no pets, non-smoking. 
$550 per month. Call (413)583- 
6896. 


HERITAGE TRAIL APART- 
MENTS, West Brookfield now 
accepting applications. 1 
bedrooms starting at $600/mo. 
Heat and hot water included. Call 
774-200-1520. 


LUDLOW 181 STATE St. 2 BR 
apt. stove & fridge. No pets. W/D 
hook-up. $700/ mo First, Last, 
Security (413)315-0368 


LUDLOW 181 STATE St. 3 BR 
apt. stove & fridge. No pets. W/D 
hook-up. $800/ mo First, Last, 
Security (413)315-0368 


MONSON 2 BR apt. 1st fl. off- 
street parking, w/d hook-up, No 
pets. 1st, last, security deposit 
$750/ mo (413)537-1825. 


MONSON- 5 ROOM cottage on 
state line. Propane/ wood heat, 1 
acre lawn, thermopane windows. 
Well insulated. Call (413)267- 
4406. Sat. & Sun Appintments 


MONSON. 3 BEDROOM. Com- 
pletely renovated, propane heat, 
lower than oil, $100 toward first fill- 
up. NO PETS!!! $900/ mo. F/L/S 
(413)783-0192. Mr. Allen. 


ONE BEDROOM APT. near Mt. 
Holyoke College. Appliances, 
washer, dryer included, large yard, 
mountain view. Great 
neighborhood. Text — inquiries 
(413)427-4905 


PALMER 1BR - Quiet Secure 
Country Location. Locked Storage 
& Laundry in Basement. K/DR 
Combo - LR-Full Bath. Nice 
Layout. No Smoke/Pets. 
1st/last/sec. $700.00. Breton Est. 
413-283-6940 


WARE- 2-STORY 
1 bathroom, 2 bedrooms, $725.00 
plus utilities, newly renovated, 
new appliances. no pets, 1st, last, 
security, 24 Pulaski St. - 
413-813-9683 


Commercial Rentals 


1200 SQ FT Office Space, Great 


Location. 26 Park St, Indian 
Orchard formerly | Dowd 
Insurance. $750.00 no utilities 


(413)478-7370 


GRANBY ROUTE 202, Business 
zoned 600 sq. ft garage/ storage, 
overhead & walkthrough doors, 
$400. Available January 1st. 
(413)427-4638. 


INDUSTRIAL ZONED. FOUR 
buildings available, 500 to 5,000 
sq.ft. Breckenridge St., Palmer. 
Also entertain offers for sale 10 
acres (413)231-3131. 


Vacation Rentals 


WARM WEATHER IS year round 
in Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out to 
the beach. 3-bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. $3500. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information. 


Autos Wanted 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED TOP Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, 
trucks, vans, big and small, 
running or not. Call 413-534-5400. 


CASH FOR CARS: Any make, 
model or year. We pay more! 
Running or not. Sell your car or 
truck today. Free towing! Instant 
offer: 1-800-871-0654. 
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OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended 
to promote “free” events, or those that di- 
rectly affect a volunteer-driven organiza- 
tion. Paid events that are not deemed ben- 
efits do not qualify. Non-charitable events 
that charge the public for profit are not 
allowed as we consider that paid advertis- 
ing. The deadline to submit calendar items 
is Monday at noon. Send to the Agawam 
Advertiser News at aan@turley.com, fax 
to 786-8457, or mail to 23 Southwick St., 
Feeding Hills, MA 01030. We usually print 
at least one week prior to an event. The list- 
ings should be brief with only time, date, 
location, activity explanation and contact 
information. 


Sunday, Dec. 21 


A COMMUNITY LIGHTING OF THE 
CHRISTMAS TREE and Christmas Carol 
Sing-Along will take place at 5 p.m. at Aga- 
wam Veterans Green. Hot chocolate and 
cookies will be served. 


THE SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS will 
host a “mini tour” at 1 p.m., led by Deena 
Maniscalchi, DMFA, highlighting “Let it 
Snow: Winter Scenes in Japanese Prints.” 
The tour is free with museum admission and 
secure, free onsite parking is available. 


Tuesday, Jan. 6 


THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
will host a blood drive for Mercy Medi- 
cal Center’s Blood Bank from 2 to 6 p.m. 
at St. John’s Church, 833 Main St., Aga- 
wam. For more information, call 413-786- 
3091. 


Friday, Jan. 9 


THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUN- 
CIL’S APPLAUSE SERIES continues with 
“The Magic of Daniel GreenWolf”’ begin- 


ning at 7 p.m. at the Agawam Senior Center. 
Free to the public. 


Wednesday, Jan. 14 


THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC 
LODGE, 53 River St., Agawam offers an 
all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper at a cost of 
$7 for adults, $4 for children. 


Tuesday, Feb. 3 


THE TUESDAY MORNING MUSIC 
CONCERTS at Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Springfield will feature Diane 
Lipari, soprano, Kimberly Figueroa on flute 
and Miguel Campinho on piano, at 10:30 
a.m. Free refreshments. For more informa- 
tion, contact Yolanda Martin, 25 Valentine 
St., Springfield or John Karalekas, TMMC 
president, Trinity United Methodist Church, 
361 Sumner Ave., Springfield 01138. 


ONGOING 


ADULT DROP-IN SIT AND KNIT meets 
every Tuesday from 1-3 p.m. at the Agawam 
Public Library. No registration needed. 


THE LADIES GLEE CLUB AND 
MEN’S CHOIR at the Springfield Turnver- 
ein are back to work. Practice is held every 
Wednesday with the ladies beginning at 7 
p.m. followed by the men at 8:30 p.m. All 
are welcome. There is space available for 
anyone interested in joining. 


A BLOOD CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 
meets the fourth Tuesday of each month, 6 
to 7:30 p.m., Agawam Senior Center con- 
ference room. A light dinner is served. For 
more information or to register, call (413) 
789-0200, visit www.springfieldmed.com, 
or email survivorshipprogram @ gmail.com. 


A BREAST CANCER SUPPORT 


GROUP meets the second and fourth Tues- 
day of each month, 6 to 7:15 p.m. at office 
of Maryann Paleologopoulos LICSW, Inc., 
2 South Bridge Drive, Suite 1B, Agawam 
(at the rotary). Refreshments served. For 
more information or to register, call (413) 
789-0200, visit www.springfieldmed.com, 
or email survivorshipprogram @ gmail.com. 


THE AGAWAM CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH FAMILY PLAYGROUP, which 
takes place at the church at 745 Main St., 
Agawam, is open to children birth through 
age 5 with a parent or caregiver and meets 
weekly on Thursdays from 9:30-11 a.m. It 
includes crafts, stories, songs, free play and 
more. For more information, call 786-7111 
or email jbrownacc @ verizon.net. 


A CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
meets the third Thursday of each month, 6 
to 7:30 p.m., at the office of Maryann Pa- 
leologopoulos LICSW, Inc., 2 South Bridge 
Drive, Suite 1B, Agawam (at the rotary). Re- 
freshments served. For more information or 
to register, call (413) 789-0200, visit www. 
springfieldmed.com, or email survivorship- 
program @ gmail.com. 


YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER 
may be worth more as a donation than a 
trade-in. Call the Massachusetts Association 
for the Blind at (888) 613-2777 for more in- 
formation. Towing is free. All donations are 
tax deductible. 


Humason announces job 
opening for legislative aide 


BOSTON — State Sen. Don Huma- 
son, R-Westfield, has announced that 
there is a job opening in his State House 
office in Boston for one full-time legisla- 
tive aide. The position is available imme- 
diately and offers salary and benefits. The 
range is $32,000 to $36,000. 

“This person will be involved with 
legislation, constituent services, constitu- 
ent outreach, research, scheduling, press, 
social media outreach and other duties as 
may be required,’ Humason said. “Pref- 
erence will be given to any candidate 
who is from my district or very familiar 
with my district, for example, a graduate 
of Westfield State University, and who 
has experience as a legislative staffer.” 

Humason serves the 11 communi- 
ties of Agawam, Southwick, Granville, 
Tolland, Russell, Montgomery, South- 
ampton, Easthampton, Westfield, Holy- 


oke, and Chicopee (wards 7, 8A and 9A). 

The ideal candidate will have an inter- 
est in politics, civics, government and 
public service. They will be motivated 
self-starters who enjoy working in a pro- 
fessional, fast-paced, public setting. They 
will be friendly, outgoing and possess in- 
tegrity and excellent people skills. They 
must be attentive to detail and have excel- 
lent follow-through skills. 

The staff person will work with Hu- 
mason’s legislative director and student 
interns at the State House, along with the 
public and others. 

Interested individuals should send your 
letter of interest and resume, a writing 
sample and a list of references to Chief 
of Staff Maura McCarthy, Office of Sen. 
Don Humason, 64 Noble St., Westfield, 
MA 01085 


PICK UP YOUR DECEMBER ISSUE OF 


baystatep 


Western Mass. Edition 


arent 


Your monthly resource for parenting children of all ages 


Our nationally recognized 


FREE Parenting Magazine 
Features: 


¢ Family News and Stories 
® Calendar of Area Events 
¢ Contests and Giveaways 


Join our online community at 
baystateparent.com for: 


e Exceptional Writers 
¢ Intriguing Bloggers 
e Things to do 

e Freebies 


Available at hundreds 
of businesses throughout 
Western Mass., 
including all 

Big Y locations. 


DECEMBER 2014 


GREEN 
PARENTING 
TIPS 


PIONEER 
VALLEY 
MUSEUMS 
OFFER 
CREATIVE 
OUTLET FOR 
FAMILIES 


INSIDE POPULAR 6 
WESTERN MASS 
WINTER FARMERS’ 
MARKETS 


HOW TO 
KEEP THE 
KIDS BUSY 
ON WINTER 
BREAK 


Baystateparent 


Families Since 1996 


ESTERN MA EDITION 


For information, 

contact Editor in Chief 
Melissa Shaw at 
editor@baystateparent.com 


For advertising, 

contact Director of 
Advertising Beth Baker 
at 413-283-8393 or 
bbaker@turley.com 


To sign up for our weekly 
newsletters go to 
baystateparent.com 
and click the link in the 
upper right hand corner. 


& OUTDOOR 
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Twitter @baystateparent 
Facebook.com/baystateparent 
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“Need nealth 
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Now: Ss. Ss 

time: 


i 


to). AY Navigator 
Caring Health Center, Springfield 


It’s Open Enrollment time at the Massachusetts Health Connector. If you have health 
insurance through the Health Connector or the temporary MassHealth program, you must 
submit a new application to maintain coverage through the Commonwealth. 

If you buy your own insurance, you can apply online to renew or get insurance for the 
first time. The Health Connector is the only place where you can get help paying for your 
health insurance, and is a great place to compare and choose health and dental plans from 
leading insurers. 

Sign up online at MAhealthconnector.org, or call 1-877-MA-ENROLL, or visit the website 


to find free help signing up from trained assisters around the state. 


Sign up now for coverage TEST 
starting January Ist. GE CONNECTOR 


A message from the Health Connector and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


